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APPLICATION PIECES

The Essay is a PIECE of 
the Application Puzzle
�v�|_;�;vv-��|_;�lov|�blrou|-m|�r-u|�o=�
�o�u�-rrѴb1-ঞomĵ

Nope.

+o�u�|u-mv1ubr|�bv�|_;�lov|�1ubঞ1-Ѵ�
=-1|ouĺ

�o�l-�;u�_o��v|;ѴѴ-u��o�u�;vv-�ķ�b|�
1;u|-bmѴ���bѴѴ�mo|�l-h;��r�=ou�=o�u�
�;-uv�o=�vѴ-1hbm]�o@ĺ�$_;�-1-7;lb1�
ruoCѴ;�o=�-�v|�7;m|�bv�1ubঞ1-Ѵĸ�b|�bv�
|_;�Cuv|�_�u7Ѵ;�-m�-rrѴb1-m|�l�v|�
o�;u1ol;�bm�|_;�-7lbvvbomv�ruo1;vvĺ

The academic profile is 
composed of:

• |u-mv1ubr|
• 1Ѵ-vv�u-mh
• v|-m7-u7b�;7�|;vঞm]�v1ou;v

�ѴѴ��Ľv�-u;�]u;-|ķ�0�|�1oѴѴ;];�-7lbvvbom�
oL1;uv�Ѵooh�-|�|_;�ub]ou�o=��o�u�
1o�uv;v�|ooĺ�$_;��-u;�blru;vv;7�0��
v|�7;m|v��_o�1_-ѴѴ;m];�|_;lv;Ѵ�;v�
�b|_�-�v|u;m�o�v�1o�uv;�Ѵo-7�CѴѴ;7��b|_�
���-m7�1oѴѴ;];�Ѵ;�;Ѵ�1o�uv;vĺ

�m�ļ�Ľ�bm�"�lr_omb1��_obu�7o;v�mo|�
;t�-Ѵ�-m�ļ�Ľ�bm�����_�vb1vĺ�	bL1�Ѵ|��
l-�;uvĺ��oѴѴ;];�-7lbvvbom�oL1;uv�
_-�;�-�h;;m�ľY�@�1Ѵ-vvĿ�u-7-uĺ
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What if my high school 
does not offer many AP 
courses?
�7lbvvbom�oL1;uv�Ѵooh�-|�1o�uv;�
o@;ubm]v�-|�;-1_�_b]_�v1_ooѴķ�
|_;m�|_;��;�-lbm;�b=�|_;�-rrѴb1-m|�
_-v�|-h;m�=�ѴѴ�-7�-m|-];�o=�-ѴѴ�
orrou|�mbঞ;v�o@;u;7ĺ��-1_�v|�7;m|�
bv�1olr-u;7�|o�o|_;u�v|�7;m|v�-|�
|_;�v-l;�_b]_�v1_ooѴĺ��m�-rrѴb1-m|�
bv�mo|�r;m-Ѵb�;7�b=�|_;bu�_b]_�v1_ooѴ�
o@;uv�Ѵblb|;7�-7�-m1;7�Ѵ;�;Ѵ�1o�uv;vĺ�
�|�bv�|_;�-7lbvvbom�oL1;uĽv�fo0�|o�
hmo���_b1_�_b]_�v1_ooѴv�-u;�lou;�
1_-ѴѴ;m]bm]�|_-m�o|_;uvĺ��m�ľ�Ŀ�-|�_b]_�
v1_ooѴ�*�l-��mo|�;t�-Ѵ�-m�ľ�Ŀ�-|�_b]_�
v1_ooѴ�+ĺ

";1om7�bm�Ѵbm;ķ�ub]_|�-[;u�|_;�
|u-mv1ubr|ķ�bv�v|-m7-u7b�;7�|;v|�v1ou;vĺ

��hmo���_-|��o�Ľu;�|_bmhbm]Ĺ�_o��1ol;�
om;�|;v|�bv�vo�blrou|-m|ĵ�+;vķ���-]u;;ĺ�
+o��1-m�|_-mh�&ĺ"��;�v�ş�)ouѴ7�
!;rou|ķ�-m7�-ѴѴ�|_;�o|_;u�r�0Ѵb1-ঞomv�
|_-|�u-mh�1oѴѴ;];vķ�=ou�|_-|ĺ�!-mhbm]v�
-u;�r-uঞ1�Ѵ-uѴ��vb]mbC1-m|�|o�
�mb�;uvbঞ;vĸ�|_;��hmo��v|�7;m|v�-m7�
r-u;m|v�u;-7�|_;l�-m7�r-��-�;mঞom�
|o�|_;lĺ��|�bv�-�lom;��l-h;u�=ou�|_;�
�mb�;uvb|�ĺ

��;vv�om;�o=�|_;�1ub|;ub-�|_;��Ѵooh�
-|�bm�7;|;ulbmbm]�u-mhĵ�+o��]o|�b|Ĺ�
|_;�-�;u-];�"�$ņ��$�v1ou;�=ou�|_;�
bm1olbm]�=u;v_l-m�1Ѵ-vvĺ

�oѴѴ;];v�-u;�_;vb|-m|�|o�-11;r|�
v|�7;m|v�|_-|�0ubm]�7o�m�|_;bu�u-mhĺ�
$_;���bѴѴ�mo|�or;mѴ��-m7�_om;v|Ѵ��
-7lb|�|_bvķ�0�|�b|Ľv�|u�;ĺ�+o�u�"�$ņ��$�
|;v|�v1ou;v�l-�;uĺ

An “A” at high school X may not 
equal an “A” at high school Y.
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ESSAY PURPOSE

�hķ�vo�mo��|_-|��;�_-�;�1o�;u;7�_o��
blrou|-m|��o�u�-1-7;lb1�1u;7;mঞ-Ѵv�
-u;ķ�m;�|�bm�Ѵbm;�bv�|_;�;vv-�ĺ

What can you offer the 
colleges—besides the 
numbers?
$_bv�bv��_;u;��o�u�;vv-��1ol;v�bmĺ�$_;�
;vv-��l-h;v��o��|_u;;Ŋ7bl;mvbom-ѴĹ�b|�
bv�lou;�|_-m�-�=;��v_;;|v�o=�r-r;uŌb|�
v_o�1-v;v��o�u�r;uvom-Ѵb|�ĺ��|�bv��o�u�
1_-m1;�|o�v_o��|_;��mb�;uvb|��_o��
-�;vol;��o��-u;ķ�_o���o��-u;�om;Ŋo=Ŋ
-Ŋhbm7ķ�-m7�_o��Ѵ�1h��|_;���o�Ѵ7�0;�|o�
_-�;��o��-|�|_;bu�1oѴѴ;];ĺ

The essay must add 
something to your 
application

• ��ob7�u;b|;u-ঞm]�|_bm]v�|_-|�
1-m�0;�;-vbѴ��=o�m7�om��o�u�
-rrѴb1-ঞomĺ

• $_;�;vv-��l�v|�-77�vol;|_bm]�
m;�ĺ

• 	omĽ|�|u��|o�v�ll-ub�;�-ѴѴ��o�u�
;�|u-1�uub1�Ѵ-u�-1ঞ�bঞ;v�-m7�
-11olrѴbv_l;m|vĺ�!;l;l0;uķ�
|_bv�1-m�;-vbѴ��0;�v;;m�om��o�u�
-rrѴb1-ঞomĺ
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ESSAY TOPIC

"ol;ঞl;v�-�ľu;]�Ѵ-uĿ�;�;m|�bm��o�u�
Ѵb=;�1-m�v;u�;�-v�-�]u;-|�;vv-��|orb1ĺ�
�[;m�ঞl;vķ�v|�7;m|v�|u��_-u7�|o�
|_bmh�o=�lom�l;m|-Ѵ�|_bm]v�|_-|�_-�;�
_-rr;m;7�|o�|_;l�-m7�o[;m�];|�
v|�1h�om�Cm7bm]�-��ou|_�_bѴ;�|orb1ĺ�
$_;�;vv-��|orb1�7o;v�mo|�m;;7�|o�0;�
lom�l;m|-Ѵĸ�b|�m;;7v�|o�0;�r;uvom-Ѵĺ

!;-7�o�;u�vol;�o=�|_;�t�;vঞomv�0;Ѵo��
|o�_;Ѵr�];|�vol;�b7;-v�Yo�bm]ĺ

Brainstorming Questions
• )_-|�l-h;v��o�u�=-lbѴ��7b@;u;m|�
=uol�o|_;u�=-lbѴb;vĵ

• 	o;v��o�u�=-lbѴ��1;Ѵ;0u-|;�1�Ѵ|�u-Ѵ�
_oѴb7-�vĵ�	o�-m��o=�|_;v;�_oѴ7�-�
]u;-|�vb]mbC1-m1;�|o��o�ĵ

• 	o��o��_-�;�-�vr;1b-Ѵ�=-lbѴ��
|u-7bঞomĵ

• )_-|�vbm]Ѵ;�-1_b;�;l;m|�-u;��o��
lov|�ruo�7�o=ĵ

• )_-|�bv�|_;�mb1;v|�|_bm]��o�Ľ�;�
7om;�=ou�vol;om;ĵ

• �-v�_;Ѵrbm]�vol;om;�1_-m];7�
�o�u�r;uvr;1ঞ�;ĵ

• )_-|�7o��o��-vrbu;�|o�0;ĵ

• )_-|�7o��o��_or;�|o�0;�7obm]�ƐƏ�
�;-uv�=uol�mo�ĵ

• )_-|�bv�|_;�]u;-|;v|�1_-ѴѴ;m];��o��
o�;u1-l;ĵ

• 	;v1ub0;�-�ঞl;��o��=;Ѵ|�;lr-|_��
=ou�vol;om;�;Ѵv;ĺ

• 	;v1ub0;�-�ঞl;��o���;u;�o�|�o=�
�o�u�1ol=ou|��om;ĺ

• 	;v1ub0;�-�ঞl;��o��u;1;b�;7�
hbm7m;vv�;�;m�|_o�]_��o��7b7mĽ|�
deserve it.

• 	;v1ub0;�-�ঞl;��o��v_o�;7�
hbm7m;vv�;�;m�|_o�]_�|_;��7b7mĽ|�
deserve it.

$_;�|orb1��o��v;Ѵ;1|�=ou��o�u�r;uvom-Ѵ�
v|-|;l;m|�v_o�Ѵ7�=;;Ѵ�;-v��|o��ub|;�
-0o�|�-m7�;�ru;vv;v�vol;|_bm]�|u�Ѵ��
vr;1b-Ѵ�-0o�|��_o��o��-u;�-v�-�r;uvomĺ

$_;�;vv-��bv�mo|�|_;�ঞl;�|o�0;�lo7;v|ĺ�
�o�ķ���-l�mo|�v-�bm]�0;�0o-v��Ѵ�ou�
-uuo]-m|ĺ�&v;��o�u�v|ou��|o�_b]_Ѵb]_|�
�o�u�]oo7�t�-Ѵbঞ;vĺ



ESSAY LAYOUT

$_bmh�o=�|_;�;vv-�ķ�ou�r;uvom-Ѵ�
v|-|;l;m|ķ�-v�-�m-uu-ঞ�;ĺ�$_;�m-uu-ঞ�;�
bv�-�]ubrrbm]�v|ou��-0o�|��o�ĺ

A narrative essay can discuss:
• -�r;uvom-Ѵ�fo�um;�
• -m�;m1o�m|;u�|_-|�1_-m];7��o��bm�vol;��-�
• �o�u�t�;v|�=ou�|_;�|u�|_
• -�v|ou��o=�_o���o��7;=;-|;7�-�ruo0Ѵ;l
• -�r;uvom-Ѵ�v|ou��o=�vol;|_bm]�|_-|�_-v�_;Ѵr;7�v_-r;7��o�
• -m�;�r;ub;m1;�|_-|�Ѵ;7��o��|o��o�u�1_ov;m�l-fou

A narrative essay can be broken down into three 
parts: Opening, Body, and Closing.
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OPENING 
PARAGRAPH

$_;�or;mbm]�r-u-]u-r_�l�v|�]u-0�|_;�
u;-7;uĽv�-�;mঞomĺ��|�l�v|�0;�ub�;ঞm]�
-m7�Ѵ;-�;�|_;l��-mঞm]�|o�u;-7�lou;ĺ

�;;r�bm�lbm7ķ�;-1_�-7lbvvbom�oL1;u�
u;-7v�;vv-�v�=ou�;b]_|�|o�|;m�_o�uv�-�
7-��7�ubm]�-rrѴb1-ঞom�v;-vomĺ�$_-|Ľv�-�
lot of essays!

�m�ou7;u�=ou��o�u�;vv-��|o�f�lr�o@�|_;�
r-];�-m7�bm|o�|_;�-7lb|�rbѴ;ķ�b|�l�v|�
0;�l;lou-0Ѵ;ĺ��|�l�v|�l-h;�|_;l�=;;Ѵ�
vol;|_bm]ĺ��|�l�v|�0;�r;uvom-Ѵĺ

���=-�oub|;�or;mbm]�r-u-]u-r_v�bm�oѴ�;�
-�vmbrr;|�o=�-�Ѵ-u];u�v|ou�Ĺ�-m�-m;17o|;ĺ

$_;�-m;17o|;�v_o�Ѵ7�0;�-�v_ou|�v|ou��
-0o�|�-�u;-Ѵ�;�r;ub;m1;�bm��o�u�Ѵb=;ĺ�
�m;17o|;v�-u;�-�r;uvom-Ѵ��-��|o�or;m�
|_;�;vv-�ĺ�$_;�-m;17o|;�1-m�7;|-bѴ�
-�1om�;uv-ঞomķ�;m1o�m|;uķ�ou�-m��
lol;m|�bm�ঞl;�|_-|�_-7�-m�blr-1|�om�
you.

��]oo7�or;mbm]�r-u-]u-r_�rѴ�m];v�
|_;�u;-7;u�ub]_|�bm�|_;�lb77Ѵ;�o=��o�u�
story.

Below is Isabella’s openingĺ�$_bv�bv�-m�
;�-lrѴ;�o=�-m�-m;17o|;ĺ�$_;�u;-7;u�bv�
|_uo�m�bm�|_;�lb77Ѵ;�o=�_;u�v|ou�ĺ

Your essay must be memorable
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���vl-ѴѴ�0o7��-m7�_;-7�o=�1�uѴ��_-bu�
|uo�;7�o�;u�|o�|_;�u;=ub];u-|ou�bm�
v;-u1_�o=�vol;�0��;u�=ou�l��0u;-7ĺ���
v_b[;7�vol;�1-mv�o=�_-Ѵ=Ŋor;m;7��o�-�
0;-mv�-m7�|_;�u;lm-m|�o=�-�0ub1h�o=�
7�Ѵ1;�7;�Ѵ;1_;�|_-|�_-7�v;;m�0;�;u�
7-�vĺ��[;u�l�1_�v_�Zbm]ķ���vro�;7�
|_;�0b]�0uo�m�1om|-bm;u�o=�l-u]-ubm;ĺ�
�-u;=�ѴѴ��rѴ-1bm]�|_;�|�0�om�|_;�hb|1_;m�
|-0Ѵ;�-m7�u;-7�bm]�=ou�l��ľ=;-v|ķĿ���
or;m;7�|_;�1om|-bm;uĺ�$o�l��7bvl-�ķ�
b|��-v�CѴѴ;7��b|_�-uuo��1om�roѴѴoĺ����
;�;v�ঞ]_|;m;7�-m7�l��v|ol-1_�l-7;�
�_;�0-11-�mobv;vĺ��-�0;���1o�Ѵ7�
l-v_�|_;�7�Ѵ1;�7;�Ѵ;1_;�om�|or�o=�|_;�
bread.

*The full essay can be viewed in the Appendix.

�ooh��o�u�u;-7;u��b|_�-�r;uvom-Ѵ�
v|ou�ĺ��-h;�|_;l��-m|�|o�h;;r�
u;-7bm]�|o�Cm7�o�|��_;u;�|_bv�v|ou��bv�
Ѵ;-7bm]ĺ

��hmo���_-|��o��-u;�|_bmhbm]ĺ����Ѵb=;�bv�
0oubm]ķ���7omĽ|�_-�;�-m�bm|;u;vঞm]�v|ou��
to tell.

��;u�om;�_-v�-�r;uvom-Ѵ�v|u�]]Ѵ;ĺ�
"_-ubm]�|_;�v|ou��o=�|_bv�v|u�]]Ѵ;�l-h;v�
-�7�ѴѴ�|orb1�lou;�=-v1bm-ঞm]ĺ

	;v1ub0;�-�ruo0Ѵ;lķ�vb|�-ঞomķ�ou�
;m1o�m|;u�bm��o�u�Ѵb=;ĺ��-h;�|_;�u;-7;u�
=;;Ѵ�Ѵbh;�|_;��-u;�|_;u;��b|_��o�ĺ

	;|-bѴ�|_;�C�;�v;mv;vĺ

Ɛĺ�)_-|�7o��o��v;;ĵ
2. )_-|�7o��o��vl;ѴѴĵ
3. �m��vo�m7vĵ
4. �o��7o;v�b|�=;;Ѵĵ�)_-|�bv�|_;�
|;�|�u;ĵ

5. )_-|�7o;v�b|�|-v|;�Ѵbh;ĵ



-�0�1h;|�=�ѴѴ�o=�7bu|���-|;uķ�omѴ��|o�CѴѴ�
b|��r�-]-bm��b|_�0obѴbm]��-|;uĺ���|�|_-|�
mb]_|���l-7;�t�b1h��ouh�-m7�Cmbv_;7�
bm�C�;�lbm�|;vĺ����lolķ��mv-ঞvC;7ķ�
vm-|1_;7�|_;�lor�=uol�l;�-m7�0;]-m�
|o�7;lomv|u-|;�|_;�ľruor;u��-�Ŀ�|o�
1Ѵ;-m�|_;�Yoouĺ�"_;�7;l-m7;7�-�u;7oĺ�
��1olrѴb;7ķ�0�|�v_;�v_o�;7�mo�vb]mv�o=�
-rruo�-Ѵĺ��v�l�1_�-v����-m|;7�|o�;u�r|�
|_-|�mb]_|ķ���_-7�]oo7�u;-vomv�|o�v|-��
1-Ѵlĺ

*The full essay can be viewed in the Appendix.

$_;�or;mbm]�l�v|�0;�]ubrrbm]�-m7�
Ѵ;-�bm]�|_;l��-mঞm]�|o�Cm7�o�|�lou;ĺ

�m7�|_;�or;mbm]�r-u-]u-r_��b|_�
-�_oohĺ�$_;�Ѵ-v|�v;m|;m1;�l�v|�
0;�|_o�]_|Ŋruo�ohbm]�-m7�-�0b|�

)_bѴ;�u;vঞm]�1ol=ou|-0Ѵ��bm�l��-buŊ
1om7bঞom;7�0;7uool�om;�_o|�v�ll;u�
mb]_|ķ���u;1;b�;7�-�r_om;�1-ѴѴ�=uol�
l��lolĺ�"_;�-vh;7�l;�vo[Ѵ�ķ�ľ��Ѵ;ķ�
1-m��o��1ol;�7o�m�-m7�1Ѵ;-m��r�|_;�
u;v|-�u-m|ĵĿ

"Ѵb]_|Ѵ��-mmo�;7ķ���r�|�om�l��v-m7-Ѵv�
-m7�ruo1;;7;7�7o�mv|-buvĺ��b�bm]�|_;�
_o|��-|;u��b|_�1Ѵ;-mbm]�7;|;u];m|vķ���
�-v�u;-7��|o�1Ѵ;-m��r�|_;�u;v|-�u-m|�
Yoouĺ�&v�-ѴѴ��|_;�ruo1;vv��-v�
r-bmv|-hbm]Ѵ��vѴo�Ĺ���_-7�|o�Cuv|�;lr|��

l�v|;ubo�vĺ�$_;�u;-7;u��bѴѴ�_-�;�mo�
1_ob1;�0�|�|o�h;;r�]obm]ĺ

Below is Lyle’s openingĺ��|Ľv�r;uvom-Ѵ�
-m7�7;v1ubrঞ�;ĸ���1-m��bv�-Ѵb�;�b|ĺ
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�-m��o��vro|�|_;�_oohĵ

�;u;�b|�bvĹ

As much as I 
wanted to erupt that 

night, I had good 
reasons to stay 

calm.

$_bv�_ooh�l-h;v�l;��om7;uĹ��_-|�bv�
_bv�u;-vom�|o�v|-��1-Ѵlĵ

��m;;7�|o�h;;r�u;-7bm]�|o�Cm7�o�|ĺ

"_-ubm]��o�u�r;uvom-Ѵ�v|ou��bvmĽ|�-Ѵ�-�v�
;-v�ĺ�+o��_-�;�|o�0;�0u-�;�;mo�]_�
|o�-7lb|��o�u�o�m�7o�0|vĺ��r;mbm]�
�o�uv;Ѵ=��r�-m7�0;bm]���Ѵm;u-0Ѵ;�bv�-�
ro�;u=�Ѵ��-��|o�0om7��b|_��o�u�u;-7;uĺ

Elements of a strong 
opening

• THE WHY

�m7�|_;�or;mbm]�r-u-]u-r_��b|_�
|_;�u;-7;u��-mঞm]�lou;ĺ�$_;��
�-m|�|o�h;;r�u;-7bm]ĺ�$_;��-u;�
-vhbm]��_�ĵ�)_;u;�bv�|_bv�v|ou��
]obm]ĵ

• THE SURPRISE

�|�bv�]oo7�|o�v|-u|Ѵ;�|_;�u;-7;uĸ�
l-h;�|_;l�vb|��r�v|u-b]_|�-m7�r-��
-�;mঞomĺ

�;|Ľv�|-h;�-�Ѵooh�-|�vol;�;�-lrѴ;v�
o=�_o��|o��v;�|_;�v�urubv;�
;Ѵ;l;m|ĺ

 ̍ ���_-rrb;v|�lol;m|v�-u;�
�_;m���-l�_b]_ĺ

 ռ +o��-u;�-�rbѴo|ŌY�bm]�
rѴ-m;v�bv��o�u�r-vvbomĺ

 ̍ ��]u;���r�-�hbѴѴ;uĺ
 ռ 	;v1ub0;�|_;�v|ou��o=�
0;1olbm]�-��;];|-ub-mĺ

 ̍ ���-v�-�roѴb1;�oL1;u�=ou�|_u;;�
lom|_vĺ

 ռ 	;v1ub0;��o�u�v�ll;u�fo0�
-v�-�1-lr�1o�mv;Ѵou�=ou�
�o�m]�1_bѴ7u;mĺ�+o���;u;�
|-vh;7��b|_�|_;�fo0�o=�
h;;rbm]�|_;�1_bѴ7u;m�v-=;�
-m7�|_bm]v��m7;u�1om|uoѴĺ

 ̍ ��;mfo��0;bm]�-�r-u;m|ĺ
 ռ 	;v1ub0;��o�u�;�r;ub;m1;�
1-ubm]�=ou�m;�0oum�hb�;mv�
-|�|_;��oѴ�m|;;u�-mbl-Ѵ�
_ovrb|-Ѵĺ
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• THE CONFESSION

���u;�;-Ѵbm]�vol;|_bm]�r;uvom-Ѵ�
-0o�|��o�uv;Ѵ=ķ��o��;v|-0Ѵbv_�|u�v|�
�b|_�|_;�u;-7;uĺ�$_;��0;1ol;�
�o�u�1omC7-m|ĺ

�;|Ľv�|-h;�-�Ѵooh�-|�vol;�;�-lrѴ;v

 ̍ 	-bv��bv�-�vr;;1_�-m7�7;0-|;�
m-ঞom-Ѵ�|o�um-l;m|��bmm;u

 ռ �om=;vvbomĹ�"_;�_-v�-�
=;-u�o=�r�0Ѵb1�vr;-hbm]ĺ�
�;u�;vv-���bѴѴ�7;|-bѴ�_o��
v_;�o�;u1-l;ņl-m-];7�

|_bv�=;-u�|o�]o�om�-m7��bm�
1olr;ঞঞomvĺ

 ̍ �;�bm�bv�1-r|-bm�o=�|_;�=oo|0-ѴѴ�
team

 ռ �om=;vvbomĹ��;��-v�-�
1_�00��hb7�-m7�_-v�_-7�|o�
�ouh�_-u7�|o�l-m-];�_bv�
�;b]_|ĺ

 ̍ �;vѴ;��bv�u-mh;7�ŲƐ�bm�_;u�_b]_�
v1_ooѴ�-m7�bv��-Ѵ;7b1|oub-m

 ռ �om=;vvbomĹ�"_;�bv�
7�vѴ;�b1�-m7�_-v�_-7�
|o��ouh�7bѴb];m|Ѵ��|o�
o�;u1ol;�|_bv�Ѵ;-umbm]�
o0v|-1Ѵ;ĺ

By revealing something personal 
about yourself, you establish trust 
with the reader. They become your 
confidant.
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BODY OF THE ESSAY

$_;�0o7��bv��_;u;��;�];|�bm|o�|_;�
7;|-bѴvĺ��Ѵ-0ou-|;�om�|_;�or;mbm]�
r-u-]u-r_ĺ��|�|_;�v-l;�ঞl;ķ�_b]_Ѵb]_|�
�o�u�r;uvom-Ѵ�t�-Ѵbঞ;vĺ�"_o��|_;�
-7lbvvbom�v|-@��_-|�|�r;�o=�r;uvom-Ѵ�
�o��-u;ĺ�"_o��|_;l�|_uo�]_��o�u�
story.

Show & Tell
$_;�;vv-��bv�-�ঞl;�|o�"��)ķ�mo|�
$���ĺ��-m��v|�7;m|v�vr;ѴѴ�|_bm]v�o�|�
bm�-�0Ѵ�m|��-��bm�|_;bu�;vv-�vĺ��mv|;-7ķ�
�v;��o�u�v|ou��|o�1oll�mb1-|;�|_;�
l;vv-];��o���-m|�|_;�-7lbvvbomv�
v|-@�|o�_;-uĺ��-bm|�-�rb1|�u;��b|_��o�u�
words.

 Examples of TELLING:
• ��o�;u1-l;�-�Ѵ-u];�o0v|-1Ѵ;
• ��1omt�;u;7�-�7bL1�Ѵ|�;�r;ub;m1;
• ��7;7b1-|;�l��ঞl;�|o�_;Ѵrbm]�
o|_;uv

• ��;l0u-1;�7b@;u;m|�1�Ѵ|�u;v
• ��-l�or;m�|o�m;��;�r;ub;m1;v
• ��;mfo��7b�;uv;�;m�buoml;m|v



Instead, SHOW:
• $���Ĺ���o�;u1-l;�-�Ѵ-u];�o0v|-1Ѵ;
• "��)Ĺ�	;v1ub0;�_o���o���ouh;7�
-|�-�v�ll;u�fo0�|_-|�r�|��o��
o�|vb7;�o=��o�u�1ol=ou|��om;

• $���Ĺ���7;7b1-|;�l��ঞl;�|o�_;Ѵrbm]�
o|_;uv

• "��)Ĺ�	bv1�vv��o�u��oѴ�m|;;u�
;�r;ub;m1;v

• $���Ĺ���;l0u-1;�7b@;u;m|�1�Ѵ|�u;v
• "��)Ĺ�	;v1ub0;�|_;�7b�;uv;�
ou]-mb�-ঞomv�ou�;�;m|v��o��
r-uঞ1br-|;�bm

�;|��o�u�v|ou��vr;-h�=ou�b|v;Ѵ=ĺ�$_;�
u;-7;u��bѴѴ�1;u|-bmѴ��];|�|_;�l;vv-];ĺ�
$_;�]o-Ѵ�bv�=ou�|_;�u;-7;u�|o�=;;Ѵ�Ѵbh;�
|_;��-u;�bm�|_;�uool��b|_��o�ĺ�$_;��v;;�
�_-|��o��v-�ķ�vl;ѴѴ��_-|��o��vl;ѴѴ;7ķ�
-m7�_;-u��_-|��o��_;-u7ĺ��-bm|�-��b�b7�
rb1|�u;��b|_��o�u��ou7vĺ
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CLOSING 
PARAGRAPH

$_;�1Ѵovbm]�r-u-]u-r_�bv�|_;�v;1om7�
lov|�blrou|-m|�rb;1;�o=��o�u�;vv-�ķ�
ub]_|�0;_bm7�|_;�or;mbm]�r-u-]u-r_ĺ��|�
l�v|�ঞ;�;�;u�|_bm]�|o];|_;uĺ

��ob7�|_;v;��ou7vĺ�$_;��-u;�0oubm]�
-m7�v|-|;�|_;�o0�bo�vĺ

• �m�1om1Ѵ�vbom
• �m�v�ll-u�
• 
bm-ѴѴ�

�-h;�u;=;u;m1;�|o�or;mbm]�r-u-]u-r_�
-m7�l-bm�b7;-�o=�|_;�;vv-�ĺ�)u-r�b|�-ѴѴ�
|o];|_;uĺ��;Ѵo��-u;�-�=;���-�v�|o�;m7�
your essay.

• ��vblbѴ-u�-m;17o|;ĺ
• ��t�o|-ঞomĺ
• �;vvomv�Ѵ;-um;7�-m7�-�rovbঞ�;�rѴ-m�
=ou�|_;�=�|�u;ĺ

+o�u�v|ou��u;-1_;v�b|v�1Ѵbl-�ĺ

��|ķ��_-|Ľv�|_;�1Ѵbl-�ĵ

�|Ľv�|_;�voѴ�ঞom�|o��o�u�r;uvom-Ѵ�
v|u�]]Ѵ;ĺ��o��7b7��o��1or;ĵ��o��7b7�
�o��lo�;�=ou�-u7ĵ��o��7b7��o��1ol;�
o�|�-�v|uom];u�r;uvom�-v�-�u;v�Ѵ|ĵ

�-h;�u;=;u;m1;�|o�|_;�or;mbm]�
r-u-]u-r_ĺ�$b;�b|�-ѴѴ�|o];|_;uĺ



Below is Isabella’s closing r-u-]u-r_ĺ�
"_;�u;=;u;m1;v�|_;�-uuo��1om�roѴѴo�bm�
|_;�0��;u�1om|-bm;uķ�=uol�|_;�or;mbm]�
r-u-]u-r_ĺ�"_;�ঞ;7�|_;�;vv-��|o];|_;uĺ

$_;�Ѵ-�]_v��;�;�1_-m];�h;;r�l;�
�-ulķ�l��]u-m7lo|_;uĽv�-7�b1;ķ�vb]�;�
-7;Ѵ-m|;ķ�ou�h;;rbm]�lo�bm]�=ou�-u7ķ�
u;vom-|;v��b|_�l;ķ�|_;�-uuo��1om�roѴѴo�
bm�|_;�0��;u�1om|-bm;u�v-ঞvC;v�l;�-m7�
o�u�Ѵo�;�=ou�;-1_�o|_;u�=�;Ѵv�l;��b|_�
7ub�;�|o�;�1;Ѵĺ�);�l-h;�7o�;�;u�7-��
-m7�|_uo�]_�o�u�7obm]�-m7�l-hbm]���
hmo��bm�l��_;-u|ķ�|_;�0;v|�bv��;|�|o�
1ol;ĺ

*The full essay can be viewed in the Appendix.

Below is Lyle’s closing paragraph. He 

1om1Ѵ�7;7�_bv�;vv-���b|_�-�v|uom]�
1Ѵovbm]ĺ��bh;��v-0;ѴѴ-ķ�_;�l-h;v�
u;=;u;m1;�|o�_bv�or;mbm]�r-u-]u-r_ĺ��;�
u;=;u;m1;v�lorrbm]ķ��_b1_��-v�Cuv|�
l;mঞom;7�bm�|_;�or;mbm]�r-u-]u-r_ĺ�
�;�-Ѵvo�u;=;u;m1;v�_bv�lolĸ�|_;�l-bm�
1_-u-1|;u�o=�_bv�m-uu-ঞ�;ĺ

�m�_bm7vb]_|ķ��Ľl�-v|o�m7;7�-|�|_;�;-v;�
�b|_��_b1_���1-m�1olrov;�-ѴѴ�l���b;�v�
o=�|_bv�-l-�bm]��ol-m�om�-�rb;1;�o=�
r-r;uķ�0�|�Ѵ-1h�|_;�m;u�;�|o�;�ru;vv�l��
]u-ঞ|�7;�bm�1om�;uv-ঞomvĺ��;u_-rvķ�
-1ঞomv��bѴѴ�bm7;;7�vr;-h�Ѵo�7;u�|_-m�
�ou7vĺ�)_;m���]u-7�-|;�om���m;�Ɛv|ķ���
hmo��v_;��bѴѴ�0���-�7u;vv�|o�_omou�|_;�
vr;1b-Ѵ�o11-vbomĺ�)_;m���|obѴ�|_uo�]_�
l��1oѴѴ;];�|_;vbvķ���hmo��v_;��bѴѴ�vঞѴѴ�
0;�lorrbm]�|_;�u;v|-�u-m|�Yoou�-|�
ƐƐĹƏƏ���ĺ�)_;m���Cm-ѴѴ��_-m]��r�l��
7brѴol-�bm�l��0;7uoolķ���hmo��v_;��bѴѴ�
0;�vlbѴbm]ĺ

*The full essay can be viewed in the Appendix.
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METAPHORS & 
SIMILES

Metaphors
��l;|-r_ou�bv�o[;m�u;=;uu;7�|o�-v�|_;�
Ѵ-m]�-];�o=�1olr-ubvomĺ��|�bv�-�C]�u;�
o=�vr;;1_�bm��_b1_�-��ou7�ou�r_u-v;�bv�
-rrѴb;7�|o�-m�o0f;1|�ou�-1ঞom�|o��_b1_�
b|�bv�mo|�Ѵb|;u-ѴѴ��-rrѴb1-0Ѵ;ĺ

!�Ѵ;�o=�|_�l0Ĺ�	o�mo|��v;�-�l;|-r_ou�
�o��_-�;�_;-u7�0;=ou;ĺ���;u�v;7�
l;|-r_ouv��bѴѴ�l-h;��o�u��ubঞm]�v|-Ѵ;ĺ�
�u;-|;��o�u�o�m��mbt�;�l;|-r_ouĺ

Make your writing vibrant

 “Never use a metaphor, 
simile, or other figure 
of speech which you 
are used to seeing in 
print.

—George Orwell



Simile
• ��vblbѴ;��v;v�|_;�
�ou7v�ļѴbh;Ľ�ou�ļ-vĽ�|o�7;v1ub0;�
vol;|_bm]�0��1olr-ubm]�
b|�|o�vol;|_bm]�;Ѵv;ĺ�$_;�
�ou7v�ļѴbh;Ľ�ou�ļ-vĽ�vb]m-Ѵ�|_-|�-�
1olr-ubvom�bv�0;bm]�l-7;ĺ

 “A metaphor is like 
a simile.

—Steven Wright

Cliché Simile (to avoid):

• �_b|;�-v�vmo�
• -v�0b]�-v�-�lo�m|-bm
• 0ub]_|�-v�|_;�v�m
• v|u-b]_|�-v�-m�-uuo�

Cliché Metaphors (to avoid):

• 0uoh;m�_;-u|
• 1oѴ7�=;;|
• 1o�1_�ro|-|o
• early bird

• lou-Ѵ�1olr-vv
• 0u;-h�|_;�b1;

Unique Metaphors:

• �;0u-�_-bu
• Ѵbom�|;lr;u-l;m|
• �b]�-]�;loঞomv
• 1o�om�1-m7���ou7v
• $_;�Ѵ-�m��-v�-�rѴ�v_�]u;;m�1-ur;|
• $_;�v�m��-v�-m�ou-m];�|-m];ubm;

http://www.enchantingmarketing.com/how-to-avoid-cliches-in-writing/
http://www.enchantingmarketing.com/how-to-avoid-cliches-in-writing/


�;|-r_ouv�-m7�vblbѴ;v��ouh�0;v|�
�_;m�|_;�Ľu;�vblrѴ;ķ��m;�r;1|;7ķ�-m7�
1om1u;|;ĺ

Tips:

• �u;-|;�-�t�b1h�rb1|�u;�u-|_;u�|_-m�
-�Ѵ;m]|_��v|ou�ĺ��=�b|�u;t�bu;v�-�Ѵo|�
o=�;�rѴ-bmbm]��o��ubvh�Ѵovbm]�|_;�
u;-7;uĽv�-�;mঞomĺ

• $u��l-hbm]��o�u�l;|-r_ouv�
v;mvou�ĸ�Ѵ;|�|_;�u;-7;u�;�r;ub;m1;�
�o�u��ou7vĺ�)_;m�u;-7;uv�1-m�
v;;ķ�=;;Ѵķ�vl;ѴѴķ�|-v|;ķ�ou�_;-u�
vol;|_bm]ķ�|_;�Ľu;�lou;�Ѵbh;Ѵ��|o�
;m]-];�-m7�u;l;l0;uĺ��ubm]�|_;�
u;-7;u�bm|o�|_;�lol;m|��b|_��o�ĺ

Some examples:

• $_;�rѴ-���-v�Ѵbh;�-�1oѴ7�1o@;;ĺ�
�[;u�om;�vbrķ��Ľ�;�_-7�;mo�]_ĺ

• "_;�v|-m7v�o�|�Ѵbh;�-�vbm]Ѵ;�
voru-mo�-lb7�-�1_obu�o=�0-ub|om;vĺ
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VERBS

"|uom]��;u0v�;m]-];��o�u�v;mv;v�-m7�
-ѴѴo��|_;�u;-7;u�|o��bv�-Ѵb�;�-1ঞomvĺ

"|uom]��;u0v�-u;�ru;1bv;�-m7�1om1u;|;ĺ

);-h��;u0v�-u;�-0v|u-1|�-m7�];m;ub1ĺ�
$_;��7omĽ|�_;Ѵr��o���bv�-Ѵb�;�-�v1;m;ĺ

Examples of weak verbs 
are:

• to be

• to provide

• to add

• |o��ঞѴb�;

+o��1-mĽ|�rb1|�u;�|_;v;��ou7vĺ��-m��o��
rb1|�u;�ľ|o��ঞѴb�;Ŀĵ


ou�bmv|-m1;ķ�ľ|o��-ѴhĿ�bv�v|uom];u�
|_-m�ľ|o�]oĿ�0;1-�v;�b|�]b�;v��o��-m�
bm7b1-ঞom�o=�_o��vol;om;�lo�;7ĺ���|�
v|uom];u�orঞomv��o�Ѵ7�0;Ĺ�|o�v|uoѴѴķ�|o�
_bh;ķ�|o�v_�Z;ķ�|o�|u�7];ķ�|o�v|ub7;ķ�ou�
|o�vhbrĺ

+o��1-mĽ|�rb1|�u;�ľruo�b7;�=;;70-1hķĿ�
0�|��o��1-m��bv�-Ѵb�;�ľv_o�ঞm]ķĿ�
ľѴ;1|�ubm]ķĿ�-m7�ľv1ub00Ѵbm]�mo|;vĺĿ

)_;m�v;Ѵ;1ঞm]��;u0�1_ob1;vķ�-vh�
�o�uv;Ѵ=�b=��o��1-m�0;�lou;�vr;1bC1ĺ�
�-m��o�u�u;-7;u��bv�-Ѵb�;�|_;�-1ঞomĵ
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ADJECTIVES

	omĽ|�Ѵo-7��r�om�|oo�l-m��-7f;1ঞ�;vĺ�
�7f;1ঞ�;v�l-h;��o�u�v;m|;m1;v�Ѵom];uķ�
�_b1_�u;t�bu;v�lou;�;@ou|�=uol�|_;�
u;-7;uĺ�$_;��1-m��;b]_�|_;�v;m|;m1;�
7o�mĺ

��;ubm7�Ѵ];m1;�bm�-7f;1ঞ�;v�1-�v;v�
�o�u��ubঞm]�|o�0;��;u0ov;�-m7�
1�l0;uvol;ĺ

�_oov;��o�u�-7f;1ঞ�;v��bv;Ѵ�ĺ��;�-u;�
o=�o�;uŊ|_;Ŋ|or�ou��bv_�Ŋ�-v_��
-7f;1ঞ�;vĺ

Examples:
• ���om7uo�v�;�;mbm]�Őo�;uŊ|_;Ŋ|orő
• bmmo�-ঞ�;�r;uvom�Őo�;u�v;7ő
• vor_bvঞ1-|;7�|-v|;�Ő�bv_�Ŋ�-v_�ő

)_-|�7o�|_;v;�-7f;1ঞ�;�-77ĵ��o|�
l�1_ĺ

�mv|;-7ķ�l-h;�-0v|u-1|�1om1;r|v�
1om1u;|;�0��-rr;-Ѵbm]�|o�|_;�v;mv;vĺ

	;v1ub0;�_o��|_;�;�;mbm]��-v�
�om7uo�vķ�_o���o��-u;�-m�bmmo�-ঞ�;�
r;uvomķ�-m7��_-|�l-h;v��o�u�|-v|;�
vor_bvঞ1-|;7ĺ�$u��|o��v;�-m-Ѵo]b;v�-m7�
;loঞom-Ѵ��ou7v�|o�7;v1ub0;��o�u�v|ou��
|o�|_;�u;-7;uĺ

How to cut fluffy adjectives 
from your essay:

• �=�|_;�l;-mbm]�o=��o�u�v;m|;m1;�
7o;vmĽ|�1_-m];��_;m�Ѵ;-�bm]�o�|�
-m�-7f;1ঞ�;ķ�vhbr�b|ĺ



COLLEGE ESSAY BLUEPRINT 21

• &v;�-�v|uom];u�mo�m�b=�b|�l;-mv�
�o��1-m�Ѵ;-�;�o�|�-m�-7f;1ঞ�;ĺ

 ̍ ��Ĺ���1ubvbv�bv�0;�;u�|_-m�
a severe problem.

 ̍ ��Ĺ���gala�bv�0;�;u�|_-m�-m�
;�|u-�-]-m|�r-u|�.

• ��ob7��vbm]��;u��-m7�u;-ѴѴ�ĺ
 ̍ ��Ĺ�	;Ѵb]_|;7�bv�0;�;u�|_-m�
�;u��_-rr�.

 ̍ ��Ĺ��m�-1ঞomŊr-1h;7 movie 

bv�0;�;u�|_-m�-�really good 

movie.

Emotion & Sensory 
Adjectives
)_;m�v;Ѵ;1ঞm]�-7f;1ঞ�;vķ�|u��=ou�om;v�
|_-|�;�oh;�;loঞom�ou�-rr;-Ѵ�|o�|_;�
v;mv;vĺ

Emotion-Rich 
Adjectives

• �loঞomŊub1_�-7f;1ঞ�;v�l-h;�
�o�u�u;-7;uv�=;;Ѵ�vol;|_bm]ķ�-m7�
|_;���bѴѴ�u;l;l0;u�_o���o��l-7;�
|_;l�=;;Ѵĺ

• �loঞomŊub1_�-7f;1ঞ�;v�1-m�
-rr;-Ѵ�|o�=;-uķ�-m];uķ�;mfo�l;m|ķ�
mov|-Ѵ]b-ķ�ou�;lr-|_�ĺ

Examples:
• -�f�0bѴ-m|�1_bѴ7
• -�vrbub|;7��ol-m
• -�v;u;m;�-[;umoom
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Examples:
• "|oub;v�1-m�0;�;�1bঞm]�ou�0Ѵ-m7
• $_;�uool�1-m�0;�7u-0�ou�v|�@�
• +o�u�7-��1-m�0;�uo�]_�ou�vloo|_

Sensory 
Adjectives
";mvou��-7f;1ঞ�;v�l-h;�-0v|u-1|�b7;-v�
lou;�blr-1��Ѵ�-m7�l;lou-0Ѵ;ĺ

Sensory adjectives can be:
• �bv�-Ѵ�Ő0ub]_|�ou�7u-0ő
• |-1ঞѴ;�Ővঞ1h��ou�roѴbv_;7ő
• u;Ѵ-|;7�|o�vo�m7�ŐC����ou�1_bur�ő
• |-v|;�Őu;=u;v_bm]�ou�0oubm]ő
• vl;ѴѴ�Őv|-Ѵ;�ou�v|�@�ő
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EXCLAMATION 
POINTS

��ob7�;�1;vv��v;�o=�;�1Ѵ-l-ঞom�
l-uhvĴ

�mv|;-7�o=�|_;�;�1Ѵ-l-ঞom�l-uhķ�|u��
|o�Cm7�|_;�ub]_|��ou7ĺ

Examples:
�o�=uol�|_bvĹ��|Ľv�0b]Ĵ 
$o�|_bvĹ��|Ľv�]b]-mঞ1ĺ

�o�=uol�|_bvĹ�$_-|��-v�0u-�;Ĵ 
$o�|_bvĹ�$_-|��-v�_;uob1ĺ

�o�=uol�|_bvĹ�"_;�bv�0;-�ঞ=�ѴĴ 
$o�|_bvĹ�"_;�bv�0u;-|_|-hbm]Ѵ��]ou];o�vĺ

Power words are 
more effective than 
exclamation marks.
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CUT THE FAT

��|��o�u�;vv-��om�-�7b;|ĺ

$b]_|;m��o�u�v;m|;m1;vĺ���|�o�|�
�mm;1;vv-u���ou7vĺ�)_;m��o��_-�;�-�
Ѵblb|;7��ou7�1o�m|ķ�;�;u���ou7�l�v|�
1o�m|ĺ

Don’t pad your 
essay with empty 

filler words

�u-ll-u�;�rѴ;ঞ�;v�l-h;��o�u��ubঞm]�
0Ѵo-|;7�-m7�1-m�0;�;Ѵblbm-|;7ĺ

$_;��0;]bm��b|_�|_;��ou7v�itķ�hereķ�
or there�=oѴѴo�;7�0��-�=oul�o=�|_;�
verb to be.

�ollom�1omv|u�1ঞomv�bm1Ѵ�7;�it is, 

it was, it won’t, it takes, here is, there is, 

there will be.

Let’s look at some 
examples:

• �;=ou;Ĺ��|Ľv�=�m�|o��ub|;
• �[;uĹ�)ubঞm]�bv�=�m

• �;=ou;Ĺ��|�|-h;v�ঞl;�|o��ub|;
• �[;uĹ�)ubঞm]�|-h;v�ঞl;

• �;=ou;Ĺ�$_;u;�-u;�l-m��
r;orѴ;��_o��ub|;

• �[;uĹ��-m��r;orѴ;��ub|;

• �;=ou;Ĺ�$_;u;Ľv�mo|_bm]�0;�;u�|_-m�
�ubঞm]

• �[;uĹ��o|_bm]Ľv�0;�;u�|_-m��ubঞm]

TIP: �&v;��o�u��ou7�
ruo1;vvouĽv�Cm7�=�m1ঞom-Ѵb|��-m7�
v;-u1_�=ou�|_;u;ķ�_;u;ķ�-m7�b|�-m7�
7;|;ulbm;�b=��o�Ľ�;��v;7�-m�;�rѴ;ঞ�;ĺ
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Strengthen your 
verbs
�;|�ub7�o=��ou7���;u0v�-m7��v;�v|uom]�
�;u0v�bmv|;-7ĺ

Let’s look at some 
examples:

• �;=ou;Ĺ��;�bv��ubঞm]
• �[;uĹ��;��ub|;v

• �;=ou;Ĺ�"|�7;m|v�-u;�bm�Ѵo�;��b|_�
_bl

• �[;uĹ�"|�7;m|v�Ѵo�;�_bl

• �;=ou;Ĺ��-m7o�|
• �[;uĹ�	bv|ub0�|;

• �;=ou;Ĺ�
bm7�o�|
• �[;uĹ�	bv1o�;u

• �;=ou;Ĺ��-h;�b|�1Ѵ;-u;u
• �[;uĹ��Ѵ-ub=�

• �;=ou;Ĺ���1-mĽ|�l-h;�b|�|o�|_;�1Ѵ-vv
• �[;uĹ���1-mĽ|�-�;m7�|_;�1Ѵ-vv

• �;=ou;Ĺ��;��;m|�|o���uor;
• �[;uĹ��;�|u-�;Ѵ;7�|o���uor;

Strengthen your 
adjectives
�;u|-bm��ou7vķ�
Ѵbh;�u;-ѴѴ��-m7��;u�ķ��v�-ѴѴ��vb]m-Ѵ�-�
�;-h�-7f;1ঞ�;ĺ

	omĽ|�u;rѴ-1;�-m�;�1Ѵ-l-ঞom�l-uh�0��
|_;��ou7v��;u��ou�u;-ѴѴ�ĺ

(;u�ņu;-ѴѴ��bv�0Ѵ-m7�-m7�-Ѵlov|�
l;-mbm]Ѵ;vvĺ

Let’s look at some 
examples:

• �;=ou;Ĺ�!;-ѴѴ��0-7
• �[;uĹ�$;uub0Ѵ;

• �;=ou;Ĺ�!;-ѴѴ��]oo7
• �[;uĹ��u;-|

• �;=ou;Ĺ�(;u��0b]
• �[;uĹ���];

• �;=ou;Ĺ�(;u��0;-�ঞ=�Ѵ
• �[;uĹ��ou];o�v
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GRAMMAR REVIEW

�ollom�]u-ll-u�lbv|-h;v�|o�-�ob7Ĺ

Ɛĺ� $_;�Ľu;��vĺ�$_;bu��vĺ�$_;u;

RULE: �ľ$_;�Ľu;Ŀ�bv�|_;�v-l;�-v�v-�bm]�
ľ|_;��-u;Ŀĸ�|_bv�bv�-�1om|u-1ঞomĺ 
EXAMPLE:  They’re on the way to the 

arena right now.

RULE: �ľ$_;buĿ�bv�rovv;vvb�;ĸ�7;moঞm]�
-m�o0f;1|�0;Ѵom]bm]�|o�-�r;uvom�ou�
group. 

EXAMPLE:  The other couples are 

bringing their children with them.

RULE: �ľ$_;u;Ŀ�bv�u;=;uubm]�|o�-�rѴ-1;ĺ 
EXAMPLE:  We can find our seats when 
we get there.

2. Your vs. You’re

RULE: �ľ+o�uĿ�bv�rovv;vvb�;ĸ�7;moঞm]�
-m�o0f;1|�0;Ѵom]bm]�|o�|_;�r;uvom��o��
-u;�vr;-hbm]�|oĺ 
EXAMPLE:  Do you need to take your 

dog to the veterinarian?

RULE: �ľ+o�Ľu;Ŀ�bv�-�1om|u-1ঞomķ�|_;�
v-l;�-v�v-�bm]�ľ�o��-u;Ŀĺ 
EXAMPLE:  You’re a cat person.
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3. Its vs. It’s

RULE: �ľ�|vĿ�bm7b1-|;v�-�1_-u-1|;ubvঞ1�
o=�vol;|_bm]ĺ 
��-lrѴ;Ĺ�$_bv�ঞu;�_-v�Ѵov|�b|v�|u;-7ĺ

RULE: �ľ�|ĽvĿ�bv�-mo|_;u�1om|u-1ঞomĸ�|_;�
v-l;�-v�v-�bm]ķ�ľb|�bvĿĺ 
EXAMPLE:  It’s time to replace all four 
tires.

4. �-vvb�;�(ob1;

RULE: ��-vvb�;��ob1;�bv��_;m�
vol;|_bm]�bv�happening to�|_;�o0f;1|�
o=�-�v;m|;m1;ķ�u-|_;u�|_-m�|_-|�o0f;1|�
doing�-m�-1ঞomĺ 
EXAMPLE:  The coffee steamed 
(active) as it was poured (passive) into 

the cup.

5. �@;1|��vĺ��@;1|

RULE: �ľ�@;1|Ŀ�bv�-��;u0ĸ�|o�-@;1|�
vol;�r;uvom�ou�|_bm]ĺ 
EXAMPLE:  She affected his emotions.

RULE: �ľ�@;1|Ŀ�bv�-�mo�mĸ�|o�_-�;�-m�
;@;1|�om�-�r;uvom�ou�|_bm]ĺ 
EXAMPLE:  His smile had an 

overwhelming effect on her.
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6. Me vs. I

RULE: �)_;m�b|�bv�vol;|_bm]��o��1o�Ѵ7�
7o�-Ѵom;ķ��o���bѴѴ��v;�ľ�Ŀķ�bmv|;-7�o=�
ľl;Ŀĺ 
EXAMPLE:  I am going to the store; or 

(My friends and I) are going to the store. 

Would you like to come with me (us)?

7. $o��vĺ�$oo

RULE: �ľ$oĿ�bv��v;7��_;m�]obm]�ou�
v;m7bm]�vol;om;�ou�vol;|_bm]ĺ 
EXAMPLE:  Please take this package to 

the post office and mail it to my sister.

RULE: �ľ$ooĿ�bv�-mo|_;u��-��o=�v-�bm]�
ľ-ѴvoĿĺ 
EXAMPLE:  While you are out running 

errands, go grocery shopping too.

8. )_o��vĺ�)_ol��vĺ�)_ov;��vĺ�
)_oĽv

RULE: �)_;m�u;=;uubm]�|o�-�_;ņv_;ķ�
�v;�ľ�_oĿĺ�)_;m�u;=;uubm]�|o�_blņ_;uķ�
�v;�ľ�_olĿĺ 
EXAMPLE:  Who reserved this table? 

(Did he reserve it, or did she?) To whom 

do I need to speak to resolve this? (Do I 

need to speak to him, or her?)

RULE: �ľ)_ov;Ŀ�bv�rovv;vvb�;ķ�0�|�
ľ�_oĽvĿ�bv�-mo|_;u�1om|u-1ঞomķ�
l;-mbm]�ľ�_o�bvĿĺ 
EXAMPLE:  Whose wallet is this? Who’s 

in charge of Lost and Found?
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9. ľ�Ѵo|Ŀ��vĺ���Ѵo|��vĺ��ѴѴo|

RULE: �ľ�Ѵo|Ŀ�bv�mo|�-��ou7ĸ�b|Ľv�-�
lbvvr;ѴѴbm]�o=�ľ-�Ѵo|Ŀ��_b1_�l;-mv�
ľl-m�Ŀ�ou�ľv;�;u-ѴĿķ�;|1ĺ 
EXAMPLE:  There are a lot of weeds 

growing in the backyard.

RULE: �$o�ľ-ѴѴo|Ŀ�bv�|o�7;vb]m-|;�
vol;|_bm]ķ�Ѵbh;�ঞl;ķ�=ou�-�vr;1bC1�
purpose. 

EXAMPLE:  Teachers recommend 

allotting at least two hours per evening 
for homework.

ƐƏĺ� $_;m��vĺ�$_-m

RULE: �ľ$_;mĿ�bv��v;7�bm�u;=;u;m1;�|o�
ঞl;ĺ 
EXAMPLE:  We’ll meet you in the 

parking lot after the game; we can decide 
what to have for dinner then.

RULE: �ľ$_-mĿ�bv��v;7��_;m�1olr-ubm]�
|�o�|_bm]vĺ 
EXAMPLE:  I prefer sushi rather than 

pasta.

ƐƐĺ� &v;�o=��oll-v

RULE: ��oll-v�-u;��v;7�|o�bm7b1-|;�
-�r-�v;�bm�-�v;m|;m1;ķ��_;m�b7;-v�-u;�
related. 

EXAMPLE:  We were planning to go to 

the beach today, but it’s too cold, and it 

looks like it may rain.

ƐƑĺ� ";lb1oѴomv

RULE: �";lb1oѴomv�-u;��v;7�|o�bm7b1-|;�
-�r-�v;�bm�-�v;m|;m1;�0;|�;;m�|�o�
7b@;u;m|�0�|�1omm;1|;7�b7;-vĺ 
EXAMPLE:  I haven’t had a chance to 

call her back; do you think she will want 

tickets, too?
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Ɛƒĺ� 
-u|_;u��vĺ�
�u|_;u

RULE: �ľ
-u|_;uĿ�bv��v;7�bm�|;ulv�o=�
7bv|-m1;ĺ 
EXAMPLE:  The lake is a few miles 

farther beyond the campsite.

RULE: �ľ
�u|_;uĿ�bv��v;7�bm�|;ulv�o=�
progress. 

EXAMPLE:  No spoilers; he’s read 

further in the book than I have.

ƐƓĺ� �;|�;;m��vĺ��lom]

RULE: �ľ�;|�;;mĿ�bv��v�-ѴѴ���v;7��_;m�
u;=;uubm]�|o�|�o�o0f;1|vķ�-m7�ľ-lom]Ŀ�
=ou�|_u;;�ou�lou;�o0f;1|vķ�o[;m�bm�-�
]uo�rĺ��o�;�;uķ�ľ0;|�;;mĿ�1-m�-Ѵvo�
0;��v;7��_;m�m-lbm]�7bvঞm1|�o0f;1|vĸ�
|�oķ�|_u;;ķ�ou�lou;ĺ 
EXAMPLE:  Your choices are between 

fruit or cake. Or: You can choose fruit or 

cake, among several dessert options. Or: 
You can choose between fruit, cake, pie, 

ice cream, or pudding.
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FREE GRAMMAR 
CHECKER

��;m�|_;�0;v|��ub|;uv�1-m��v;�vol;�
_;Ѵr�vol;ঞl;vĺ��u-ll-uѴ��bv�-�=u;;�
]u-ll-u�1_;1h;uĸ�b|�bv�-Ѵvo�om;�o=�l��
=-�oub|;��ubঞm]�|ooѴvĺ�$_;�ļ=u;;Ľ�r-u|�bv�
-��om7;u=�Ѵ�=;-|�u;ĺ

�|�bv�-m�-rr�|_-|�om1;�7o�mѴo-7;7�
1-m�0;��v;7�|o�1_;1h�=ou�vr;ѴѴbm]�-m7�
]u-ll-u�bm��o�u�;l-bѴķ�)ou7�7o1vķ�-m7�
more.

_�rvĹņņ-rrĺ]u-ll-uѴ�ĺ1ol

�m�-77bঞom-Ѵ�|o��u-ll-uѴ�ķ�7omĽ|�
=ou];|�-0o�|�]oo7�oѴ7Ŋ=-v_bom;7�vr;ѴѴ�
1_;1hĺ���;u��ঞl;��o��v-�;�-�m;��
�;uvbom�o=��o�u�;vv-�ķ�u�m�b|�|_uo�]_�
vr;ѴѴ�1_;1h�Cuv|ĺ

https://app.grammarly.com
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APPENDIX—REAL 
ESSAYS

$_bv�v;1ঞom�1om|-bmv�;vv-�v��|_-|�
�ouh;7ĺ��vv-�v�|_-|�_;Ѵr;7�Ѵ-m7�
v|�7;m|v�bm�|_;bu�7u;-l��mb�;uvb|�ĺ

The Costco 
Essay—Brittany
$_bv�;vv-���-v�r�0Ѵbv_;7�om���vbm;vv�
�mvb7;u�-m7�1o�m|Ѵ;vv�o|_;u�;vv-��
�ubঞm]�0Ѵo]vĺ��ub�-m���-v�-11;r|;7�
bm|o�=o�u������;-]�;��mb�;uvbঞ;vķ�rѴ�v�
"|-m=ou7ĺ�$_bv�bv�_;u�ľ�����;-]�;��vv-�Ŀ�
-0o�|��ov|1oĺ

Prompt:  
Some students 

have a background, 
identity, interest, 
or talent that is 
so meaningful 

they believe their 
application would 

be incomplete 
without it. If 

this sounds like 
you, then please 
share your story.

�-m-]bm]�|o�0u;-h�=u;;�=uol�l��
lo|_;uĽv�]u-vrķ���1_-u];7ĺ�)b|_�-ulv�
Y-bѴbm]�-m7�1_�00��Ѵ;]v�Y��;ubm]�
0;m;-|_�l;ķ����-v�|_;�=;uo1bo�v�|�oŊ
�;-uŊoѴ7�u-lr-]bm]�|_uo�]_��ov|1o�
om�-�"-|�u7-��loumbm]ĺ����lo|_;uĽv�
;�;v��b7;m;7�bm�_ouuou�-v���f;মvom;7�
l��1_�uuoĸ�|_;�1bmm-lom�v�]-u�uo1h;|�
]u-1;=�ѴѴ��vѴb1;7�b|v��-��|_uo�]_�
|_;�-bu��_bѴ;���1omঞm�;7�l��vru;;ĺ���

vrubm|;7�|_uo�]_�|_;�-bvѴ;vķ�Ѵoohbm]��r�
bm�-�;�-|�|_;�l-vvb�;�0�Ѵh�ruo7�1|v�
|_-|�|o�;u;7�o�;u�l;ĺ���;u1ol;��b|_�
�om7;uķ����-m|;7�|o�|o�1_�-m7�|-v|;ķ�
|o�vঞ1h�l��_;-7�bm|o�bm7�v|ub-Ѵ�vb�;7�
=u;;�;uvķ�|o�;�rѴou;�;�;u��1u;�b1;ĺ���
�-v�-�1omt�bv|-7ouķ�0�|�u-|_;u�|_-m�
v;-u1_bm]�|_;�Ѵ-m7�=ou��Ѵ�	ou-7oķ���
v1o�u;7�-bvѴ;v�=ou�=u;;�v-lrѴ;vĺ��;=ou;�
bm;�b|-0Ѵ��0;bm]��_bvh;7�-�-��bm|o�-�
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v_orrbm]�1-u|ķ���v1-Ѵ;7�-�lo�m|-bm�o=�
rѴ�v_�|o�v�-m7�v�u�;�;7�|_;�;�r-mv;�
|_-|�Ѵ-��0;=ou;�l;Ĺ�|_;�hbm]7ol�o=�
�ov|1oĺ

�o|oubo�v�=ou�b|v�o�;uvb�;7�rouঞomv�
-m7�7oѴѴ-u�C[��_o|�7o]�1ol0oķ��ov|1o�
bv�|_;�-r;��o=�1omv�l;ubvlĺ�
uol�|_;�
7-�v�vr;m|�0;bm]�|o|;7�-uo�m7�bm�-�
v_orrbm]�1-u|�|o��_;m����-v�Cm-ѴѴ��|-ѴѴ�
;mo�]_�|o�u;-1_�Ѵo[��v-lrѴ;�|u-�vķ�
�ov|1o�_-v�;m7�u;7�-�v|;-7��ru;v;m1;�
|_uo�]_o�|�l��Ѵb=;ĺ��v�-��;|;u-m�
�ov|1o�v_orr;uķ���m-�b]-|;�|_;�-bvѴ;v�
o=�=oo7v|�@vķ�|_u�vঞm]�|_;�l-foub|��
o=�l���;b]_|��rom�-�];m;uo�vѴ��
CѴѴ;7�v_orrbm]�1-u|��_ov;�;moulb|��
f��|-rov;v�l��vl-ѴѴ�=u-l;ĺ���;u�ঞl;ķ�
�Ľ�;�7;�;Ѵor;7�-�_-0b|�o=�o0v;u�bm]�
=;ѴѴo��r-|uomv�|o|;�|_;bu�1-u|v�rbѴ;7�
�b|_�=uo�;m�0�uub|ovķ�1_;;v;�r�@vķ�
|�0v�o=�b1;�1u;-lķ�-m7��;b]_|�Ѵovv�
v�rrѴ;l;m|vĺ��;u�vbm]�|_;�-bvѴ;v�]-�;�
l;�ঞl;�|o�rom7;uĺ�)_o�m;;7v�|_u;;�
ro�m7v�o=�vo�u�1u;-lĵ�)-v�1�Ѵ|�u;7�
�o]�u|�-m��lou;��;ѴѴŊl-mm;u;7�|_-m�
b|v��m1�Ѵ|�u;7�1o�m|;ur-u|ĵ��ov|1o�
]-�;�0bu|_�|o�l���m=;�;u;7�1�ubovb|�ĺ

)_bѴ;�;mfo�bm]�-m�o0Ѵb]-|ou��_o|�7o]ķ�
��7b7�mo|�Cm7�l�v;Ѵ=�|_bmhbm]�-0o�|�
|_;�ļ-ѴѴ�0;;=Ľ�]oo7m;vv�|_-|��ov|1o�
0o-v|;7ĺ���bmv|;-7�1omvb7;u;7�Cmb|�7;v�

-m7�bmCmb|�7;vķ��mbl-]bm;7��v;v�=ou�
|�0v�o=�vo�u�1u;-lķ�|_;�ruof;1ঞѴ;�
loঞom�o=�v-b7�|�0��_;m�Ѵ-�m1_;7�
=uol�-m�;b]_|�Ŋ=oo|�v_;Ѵ=�ou�l-�0;�
�_;m�r�v_;7�=uol�-�vr;;7��1-u|�
0��-�v1u-�m��v;�;m|;;mŊ�;-uŊoѴ7ĺ���
1om|;lrѴ-|;7�|_;�r_bѴovor_b1-ѴĹ��=�
|_;u;�;�bv|v�-�|_bu|�Ŋ|_u;;Ŋo�m1;�f-u�
o=���|;ѴѴ-ķ�7o��;�u;-ѴѴ��_-�;�=u;;��bѴѴĵ�
��;�r;ub;m1;7�-�_-uv_�r_�vb1v�Ѵ;vvom�
�_bѴ;�o0v;u�bm]�-�v_orr;u��_o�_-7�mo�
;�b7;m|�=-lbѴb-ub|��o=�bm;uঞ-Ľv��ouhbm]vĺ�
)b|_�-�1-u|�CѴѴ;7�|o�o�;uYo�bm]ķ�v_;�
l-7;�_;u��-��|o�-u7v�|_;�vѴor;7�;�b|ķ�
1omঞm�bm]�|o�r�v_�-m7�r�v_��_bѴ;�
v|;-7bѴ��Ѵovbm]�1om|uoѴ��mঞѴ�|_;�1-u|�
;v1-r;7�_;u�-m7��;m|�1u-v_bm]�bm|o�-�
1om1u;|;�1oѴ�lmķ�ƔƑĿ�rѴ-vl-�v1u;;m�
$(�-m7�-ѴѴĺ���u1_-vbm]�|_;���Ѵ;ঞ7;�
_b1hou��vloh;7�_-l�bm;�b|-0Ѵ��Ѵ;7�
|o�-�1om�;uv-ঞom�0;|�;;m�l��=-|_;u�
-m7�l;�-0o�|��m7u;���-1hvomĽv�
1om|uo�;uvb-Ѵb|�ĺ�$_;u;��-v�mo�
t�;vঞombm]��Ѵ7��b1hou�Ľv�7;7b1-ঞomĸ�
_;��-v�v|;-7=-v|�bm�_bv�0;Ѵb;=v�-m7�
r�uv�b|vŌt�-Ѵbঞ;v���-l�1olr;ѴѴ;7�|o�
-7lbu;ķ��;|�_bv�lou-Ѵv��;u;�1uooh;7ĺ�
);�0o|_�=o�m7�|_;�_-l�|o�0;�lou;�
Ѵbh-0Ѵ;ŋ-m7�|;m7;uĺ

��-7or|;7�l��;�rѴou-|ou��vhbѴѴvķ�
Cm;Ŋ|�m;7�0���ov|1oķ�|o�-u7v�
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The Mom 
Essay—Lyle
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Prompt: Some students have a background, 
identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful 

they believe their application would be incomplete 
without it. If this sounds like you, then please 

share your story.
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��1olrѴb;7ķ�0�|�v_;�v_o�;7�mo�vb]mv�o=�
-rruo�-Ѵĺ��v�l�1_�-v����-m|;7�|o�;u�r|�
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John Hopkins—
Admission Staff 
Favorites
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The Musketeer in Me—
Vikas
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https://apply.jhu.edu/apply/essays-that-worked/
https://apply.jhu.edu/apply/essays-that-worked/
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7Ľ�u|-]m-m�l-h;v�l;�v|uom]ĺ�$_;�
=oѴѴo�bm]�lom|_v�-u;�]obm]�|o�1_-m];�
;�;u�|_bm]ĺ����|o�mĺ����_ol;ĺ����
=ub;m7vĺ���;u�|_bm]�bv�]obm]�|o�0;1ol;�
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0�|�-Ѵvo�;�1;Ѵĺ��m7ķ�b=�|_;�r-v|�bv�-m��
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1omm;1ঞom�0;|�;;m�|_;lv;Ѵ�;v�
-m7�|_;�1_-u-1|;u�|_;��-u;��ubঞm]�
-0o�|ĺ�
uol�|_;�;vv-�ķ����-v�-0Ѵ;�|o�

];|�-�v;mv;�-0o�|�_o��_;�_-m7Ѵ;v�
1_-ѴѴ;m];vķ�_bv�-l0bঞomķ�-m7�_o��_;�
bv�-v�-�=ub;m7ĺ�$_;v;�-u;�-ѴѴ�blrou|-m|�
-vr;1|v�|_-|��;�Ѵooh�=ou�bm�-m�
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l��bl-]bm-ঞomĺ�$_bv��-v�v;ubo�v�
0�vbm;vv�-m7�Ѵ�|ooh�|u-bmbm]�v;ubo�vѴ�ĺ

���0uo|_;u��-v���0Ѵb1��m;l���oĺƐĺ�
�;Ľ7�1ol;�_ol;�-m7��Ľ7��v;��bvvbom�
�lrovvb0Ѵ;�v|;-Ѵ|_�lo�;v�|o�=oѴѴo��_bl�

;�;u��_;u;ĺ��Ľ7�rb1h�_bv�0;7uool�7oou�
�b|_�-�m-bѴ�CѴ;�-m7�v|;-Ѵ�_bv�-ѴѴo�-m1;ĺ�
�Ľ7�1Ѵbl0�|_;�|u;;�o�|vb7;�_bv��bm7o��
-m7�|-h;�u;1omm-bvv-m1;�r_o|ovĺ

$_;�ruo�7;v|�lol;m|�o=�l���o�m]�
;vrbom-];�1-u;;u��-v��r;u-ঞom�
";1u;|��u-|;ĺ��m;�"-|�u7-��-[;umoomķ�
�ol�7uo�;��r��b|_�l��0uo|_;u�-m7�
_bv�=ub;m7vķ��_o��;u;�1olbm]�o�;u�|o�
rѴ-���u-m7�$_;[���|oķ�l-h;�v|�rb7�
foh;v�-m7�;-|�f�mh�=oo7ĺ����lbvvbomĹ�
eavesdrop.
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1o�1_ĺ��|�_-7�;�;Ŋ_oѴ;v�0b]�;mo�]_�=ou�
-m�bm|u;rb7�vr�ĺ
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*Ŋ�o�ĺ�$_;�vl;ѴѴ�o=��b��-���|�1_;;v;�
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b[;;m�
lbm�|;vĺ�$�;m|��lbm�|;vĺ�"ঞѴѴ�v-=;ĺ�
$_bu|��lbm�|;vĺ���u;-Ѵb�;7�|_;�Y-��bm�l��
rѴ-mĺ�Ѵ�lb]_|�Ѵ;-um�|_;bu�v;1u;|vķ�0�|�l��
0o7���-v�vo�1om|ou|;7�-m7�-1_bm]�|_-|�

voom���lb]_|�m;�;u��-Ѵh�-]-bmĺ

"ol;|_bm]�_-7�|o�0;�7om;ĺ�"ol;|_bm]�
0oѴ7ķ�7u-vঞ1ķ��m|_bmh-0Ѵ;ĺ

�!������������������	��
HGHHGHGHG!!!!!!!

��v_o�|;7�-|�|_;�|or�o=�l��Ѵ�m]vķ�Y�m]�
|_;�1u-|;�o@�l;�-m7�f�lr;7�om|o�|_;�
1o�1_ĺ�$_;��-ѴѴ�v1u;-l;7ĺ�$_;�1_;;v;�
vঞ1hv��;m|�Y�bm]ĺ�$_;�1oh;�vrbѴѴ;7ĺ����
0uo|_;uķ�=ou�om1;ķ�_-7�mo|_bm]�|o�v-�ĺ

�Ѵ-m-ķ�]buѴ�o=�l�v|;u�ķ�v|ubh;vķ���v-b7ĺ��;�
�-um;7ĺ

��v|u��;7�o�|�o=�|_;�Ѵb�bm]�uoolĺ

"bm1;�|_ov;�Cuv|�vr��|u-bmbm]vķ��Ľ�;�
m;�;u�v|orr;7�ru;r-ubm]�=ou�-�=�|�u;�
1Ѵ-m7;vঞm;�1-u;;uĺ��Ľ�;�1u-1h;7�1o7;v�
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bm�1olr�|;u�v1b;m1;�-m7�1u-1h;7�foh;v�
�b|_�-�����or;u-ঞ�;ĺ��Ľ�;�vѴo]];7�
|_uo�]_�ƐƏh�o=�l�7�-|�|_;��-lr�
�;m7Ѵ;|om�l�7�u�m�-m7�=o�u��;-uv�
o=��_bm;v;�bm�_b]_�v1_ooѴĺ��Ľ�;�Yo�m�
rѴ-m;v��b|_�|_;��b�bѴ��bu��-|uoѴ�bm�
"-m|-��omb1-�-m7�0;-|�7u�lv��b|_�
"�7-m;v;�u;=�];;v�bm�$;ѴŊ��b�ĺ���_-�;�
Ѵ-�m1_;7�-�uo1h;|ķ�-7lbmbv|;u;7���!ķ�
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-m7�_;Ѵr;7�-�u;v1�;�|;-l�Ѵooh�=ou�-�
7o�m;7�rѴ-m;ĺ

��1o�Ѵ7�;m7��r�-v�-�vr�ķ�-�7brѴol-|ķ�-�
voѴ7b;uķ�-m�-v|uom-�|ķ�ou�-�C]_|;u�=ou�
-�Ѵov|�1-�v;ĺ���1o�Ѵ7�;m7��r�=-lo�v�
ou�1olrѴ;|;Ѵ���mhmo�mĺ���hmo��|�o�
|_bm]v�=ou�v�u;Ĺ����omĽ|�0;�-|�-�7;vh�fo0ķ�
-m7��ĽѴѴ�0;�]oo7�|o�_-�;�-uo�m7��_;m�
|_;u;Ľv�|uo�0Ѵ;ĺ

ľ��Ѵbh;�|_bv�;vv-��0;1-�v;��o��u;-ѴѴ��];|�
|o�v;;�|_;�-7�;m|�uo�v�vb7;�o=��Ѵ-m-ķ�
-m�bm|-m]b0Ѵ;�t�-Ѵb|��|_-|�1-mmo|�0;�
v;;m�bm�_;u�|u-mv1ubr|ķ�|;v|�v1ou;vķ�ou�
Ѵbv|�o=�-1ঞ�bঞ;vĺ����|;ѴѴbm]�-�v|ou��=uol�
_;u��o�|_�-m7�1omm;1ঞm]�b|�|o�1�uu;m|�
-1ঞ�bঞ;v�-m7�r;uvom-Ѵ�t�-Ѵbঞ;vķ�_;u�
v;mv;�o=�_�lou�v_bm;v�|_uo�]_�-m7�
Ѵ;|v�|_;�u;-7;u�hmo��v_;�bv�mo|�-=u-b7�
|o�|-h;�ubvhvĺ��[;u�u;-7bm]�|_bv�;vv-�ķ���
v-��_;u�-v�vol;om;��_o��o�Ѵ7�l-h;�
-�7b@;u;m1;�om�o�u�1-lr�vķ�vol;om;�
�_o��o�Ѵ7mĽ|�_;vb|-|;�|o�];|�bm�oѴ�;7�
-m7�|u��vol;|_bm]�m;�ĺ�"_;�v;;l;7�
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Outgrowing the Garage—
Elijah
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|u;0�1_;|�|_bv��bm|;u�0u;-hĺ��|Ľv��_;u;�
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Ѵb�;�_-rrbѴ��;�;u�-[;u�bm�-�0;-�ঞ=�Ѵ�
=ou;v|�_ol;ĺ��|�v;;lv�v|u-m];�|_-|�
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v1;m;ķĿ��o_mv��orhbmv��bѴѴ�0o|_�l-h;�
1oѴѴ;];�=�m�-m7�v-ঞv=��l��bmm;u�m;u7ĺ�
��|�=ou�mo�ķ����bѴѴ�]o�om��ouhbm]�bm�l��
]-u-];ķ�1olr;ঞm]�=ou�vr-1;��b|_�|_;�
=-lbѴ��1-uĺ

ľ);�Ѵbh;��Ѵbf-_Ľv�;vv-��0;1-�v;��o��
u;-ѴѴ��];|�-�v;mv;�o=�_bv�r;uvom-Ѵb|�Ō
|_;�;vv-��bv�Ѵb]_|Ŋ_;-u|;7ķ�0�|�vঞѴѴ�
7o;v�-�]oo7�fo0�o=�_b]_Ѵb]_ঞm]�_bv�
bm|;u;v|�bm�uo0oঞ1v�bm�-�7;v1ubrঞ�;�
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Hometown—Quan
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|_o�]_|vķ�-m7�;loঞomv�ru;v;m|ķ�0�|�
�m-0Ѵ;�|o�0;�;�ru;vv;7ĺ�$_bv�bv�_o��
��rb1|�u;�l��]u-m7=-|_;u��_;m�_;�
Cuv|�bllb]u-|;7�|o��l;ub1-��b|_�l��
]u-m7lo|_;u�-m7�|_;bu�mbm;�1_bѴ7u;mĺ�
�ov|ķ�_;��-m7;uv�-uo�m7ķ�_orbm]�
|o�0�lr�bm|o�vol;om;��_o�1-m�
�m7;uv|-m7�_blĺ��;�u-bv;v�_bv�o�m�
1_bѴ7u;m�|o�hmo��(b;|m-l;v;�-m7�_or;v�
_bv�=�|�u;�]u-m71_bѴ7u;m��o�Ѵ7�-Ѵvo�
0;�1omm;1|;7�|o�|_;�Ѵ-m]�-];�o=�|_;bu�
-m1;v|ouvĺ���|��_;m���=oul�l��Ѵbrv�bm|o�
�mm-|�u-Ѵ�v_-r;v�|o�vr;-h�|_;v;��ou7vķ�
|_;��1ol;�o�|�r-|_;ঞ1-ѴѴ�ĺ

��1-mmo|�vr;-h�(b;|m-l;v;ĺ

�v�-�1_bѴ7ķ�|_;�1om�;uv-ঞomv�0;|�;;m�
l;�-m7�l��]u-m7=-|_;u�1omvbv|;7�o=�
=;;0Ѵ;�-�;lr|v�-|�vr;-hbm]�;-1_�o|_;uĽv�
Ѵ-m]�-];ĺ��mѴ��-�1o�rѴ;�o=�=-lbѴb-u�
�ou7v�1o�Ѵ7�lol;m|-ubѴ��0u;-h�|_;��-ѴѴ�
|_-|�7b�b7;7��vĺ�)_;m;�;u����bvb|;7�_bv�
_o�v;ķ���;�1_-m];7�-�v_-h��ľ�_࢘o�ॖm]Ŀ�
=ou�_bv�_;-�bѴ��-11;m|;7�ľ�;ŊѴѴoķĿ�-m7�u-m�
o@�0;=ou;�|_;�v_-l;�=uol�l��bm-0bѴb|��
|o��m7;uv|-m7�1o�Ѵ7�-@;1|�l;ĺ

�|�|_;�ঞl;ķ����-v��m-�-u;�o=�|_;�
v�m1_uomb�;7�u_�|_l�|_-|�0;-|v�bm�

|_;�_;-u|v�o=�l;ķ�l��=-|_;uķ�-m7�l��
]u-m7=-|_;uĺ����]u-m7=-|_;u�Ѵo�;v�
rѴ-�bm]�|_;��boѴbmĺ��Ѵ|_o�]_�_;�bv�mo|�
1Ѵ-vvb1-ѴѴ��|u-bm;7�-m7�1-m�_-u7Ѵ��h;;r�
-�0;-|ķ�_;�Ѵo�;v�b|�-m7���1-m�v;mv;�b|�
;�;u��ঞl;�_;�rѴ-�vĺ�)_;m�l��=-lbѴ��
1-l;�|o��l;ub1-ķ�l��=-|_;u�v|u�]]Ѵ;7�|o�
-7f�v|�-v�-m��|;;m-];�bllb]u-m|��o�Ѵ7ĺ�
(b;|m-l;v;��-v�1omCm;7�|o�_bv�=-lbѴ�Ľv�
_ol;�-m7��m]Ѵbv_��-v�7bL1�Ѵ|�|o�Ѵ;-umķ�
vo�bmv|;-7ķ�_;�rb1h;7��r�|_;�]�b|-u�-m7�
|-�]_|�_blv;Ѵ=�_o��|o�rѴ-��ľ+;v|;u7-�Ŀ�
0��|_;��;-|Ѵ;vĺ�
ou|���;-uv�Ѵ-|;uķ�_;�
1Ѵ-blv�_;�vঞѴѴ�1-mmo|�];|�b|�7o�m�
r;u=;1|Ѵ�ĺ��m�|_;�rb-mo�bm�o�u�Ѵb�bm]�
uoolķ�_;�vbm]v�bm�0uoh;m��m]Ѵbv_Ļ

ľ+;v|;u7-�ķ�-ѴѴ�l��|uo�0Ѵ;v�v;;l;7�vo�
=-u�-�-�ĻĿ

�bh;�l��]u-m7=-|_;uķ�l�vb1�bv�-�r-u|�o=�
l��=-|_;uĽv�7;vb]mĺ����|_;��m1_-m];-0Ѵ;�
|_u;-7v�o=�_;u;7b|�ķ����-v�-Ѵvo�=-|;7�|o�
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_-�;�-�1omm;1ঞom�|o�l�vb1ķ�f�v|�Ѵbh;�
|_;lĺ��m7�b|��-v�l�vb1�|_-|�1o�Ѵ7�
0u;-h�|_;�Ѵ-m]�-];�0-uub;u�0;|�;;m�
l;�-m7�l��]u-m7=-|_;uĺ

��vbm]Ѵ;�v_;;|�o=�l�vb1�v-|�bm�=uom|�o=�
l;ĺ��|��-v�-�0;-�ঞ=�Ѵ�rb;1;ķ�mo�7o�0|ķ�
0�|��;ķ�|_;��ѴѴŊ"|-|;�";mbou��-m7ķ�
�;u;�rѴ-�bm]�b|��b|_o�|�-m��;loঞomĺ�
�[;u�-�1o�rѴ;�o=��mv�11;vv=�Ѵ�
u�mŊ|_uo�]_v�o=�|_bv�rb;1;�;mঞ|Ѵ;7�
ľ�ol;|o�mķĿ�o�u�]�;v|�1om7�1|ou�
"-l�;Ѵ��-�o�|oѴ7��v�|o�Ѵooh�-|�
l;-v�u;�|_bu|�Ŋ|_u;;ķ�u;Y;1|�om�-�
r;uvom-Ѵ�l;lou��|_-|�u;lbm7;7��v�
o=�|_-|�r-u|ķ�-m7��ub|;�-0o�|�b|�ub]_|�
|_;u;�om�o�u�v_;;|�l�vb1ĺ�"oom�-[;u�
bmv|u�1ঞm]��v�|o�7o�|_;�v-l;�bm�|_;�
o|_;u�r-u|v�o=�|_;�rb;1;ķ�;�;u�om;Ľv�
v_;;|�l�vb1��-v�CѴѴ;7��b|_�o�u�Ѵb�;v�

bm�|_;�=oul�o=�ঞm��v1ub00Ѵ;v�0;|�;;m�
|_;�Ѵbm;v�o=�l;Ѵo7b;vĺ�)_;m��;�rѴ-�;7�
|_;�rb;1;�-]-bmķ��;��;u;�Cm-ѴѴ��-0Ѵ;�
|o�ľvbm]�o�u�Ѵb=;�v|oub;vķĿ�-v��uĺ��-�o�
�o�Ѵ7�1-ѴѴ�b|ĺ���;u��l�vb1-Ѵ�r_u-v;�
0;1-l;�-��;vv;Ѵ�=ou�u;|;ѴѴbm]�o�u�lov|�
ru;1bo�v�l;loub;vĹ�v|oub;v�o=�Cuv|�
Ѵo�;v�-m7�u;1oѴѴ;1ঞomv�o=�1_bѴ7_oo7�
l;loub;vĺ��o�om;�_-7�|o�v-��-�vbm]Ѵ;�
word.

$_;u;�bm�|_;�l�vb1ķ���Cm-ѴѴ��vroh;�|o�
l��]u-m7r-u;m|vĺ��v���rѴ-�;7�l;-v�u;�
|_bu|�Ŋ|_u;;ķ���rb1|�u;7�|_;l�vbমm]�
|_;u;�om�|_-|�0o-|�bm�|_;�lb77Ѵ;�o=�|_;�
o1;-mķ�_oѴ7bm]�om|o�-�=-bm|�]Ѵbll;u�o=�
_or;�=ou�-�m;��Ѵb=;�bm��l;ub1-ķ�Ѵoohbm]�
=ou�|_;bu�o�m�m;��ľ_ol;|o�mĺĿ���v-b7�
ľ|_-mh��o�Ŀ�=ou�|_;bu�1o�u-];�|o�1ol;�
|o�|_;�v|u-m];�-m7��mhmo�m��l;ub1-�
-m7�ľvouu�Ŀ�=ou�0;bm]��m-0Ѵ;�|o�vr;-h�
(b;|m-l;v;ĺ��[;u�|_;�1om1;u|�|_-|�
mb]_|ķ���u;1;b�;7�-�0b]];u�_�]�|_-m�
�v�-Ѵ�=uol�|_;l�-m7���hm;��|_-|�
|_;��_-7�_;-u7�-m7��m7;uv|oo7�l;ĺ�
�;bm]�-�r-u|�o=�-�=-lbѴ��-m7�1�Ѵ|�u;�bv�
lou;�|_-m�f�v|�hmo�bm]�|_;�Ѵ-m]�-];ĺ�
�loঞomv�-u;�;mo�]_�|o�l-h;��ou7v�
�mm;1;vv-u�ĺ��m�l��=-lbѴ�ķ��;�vr;-h�
|_u;;�7b@;u;m|�Ѵ-m]�-];vĹ�(b;|m-l;v;ķ�
|_;�Ѵ-m]�-];�o=�o�u�oub]bmķ��m]Ѵbv_ķ�|_;�
Ѵ-m]�-];�o=�o�u�m;��_ol;ķ�-m7�l�vb1�
|o�1omm;1|�;�;u�|_bm]�|o];|_;uĺ
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ľ��Ѵbh;�|_-|� �-m�v_-u;v�-�rb;1;�o=�_bv�
Ѵb=;�-m7�om;�o=�_bv�r-vvbomv�|_-|��;�
l-��mo|�_-�;�hmo�m�o|_;u�bv;��b|_��v�
bm�|_;�;vv-�Ĺ�l�vb1ĺ��;�ঞ;v�_bv�bmm-|;�
Ѵo�;�o=�l�vb1�0-1h�|o�_bv�=-lbѴ��-m7�
l-h;v�-�u;-ѴѴ��ro�;u=�Ѵ�1omm;1ঞom�
0;|�;;m�l�vb1�-m7�Ѵ-m]�-];ĺ��;�
1-r|�u;v�|_;�u;-7;uĽv�-�;mঞom�=uol�
|_;�Cuv|�=;��v;m|;m1;v�0���;-�bm]�|_;�
v|ou��o=�_bv�=-lbѴ��bm|o�-m�;�r-mvbom�om�
om;�o=�_bv�=-�oub|;�-1ঞ�bঞ;vĺ�+o��u;-ѴѴ��

];|�-�|-v|;�o=�_o��r-vvbom-|;�_;�bv�
-0o�|�l�vb1�-m7�|_-|�b|�bv�vol;|_bm]�_;�
�o�Ѵ7�v_-u;��b|_�o�u���&�1oll�mb|�ĺ�
 �-m�ruo�b7;v��v��b|_�-��bm7o��
bm|o�vol;�o=��_-|�_;��-Ѵ�;v�lov|�bm�
Ѵb=;Ō=-lbѴ�ķ�_bv�1�Ѵ|�u-Ѵ�_;ub|-];ķ�-m7�
l�vb1Ō�-m7��_-|�_;��o�Ѵ7�0ubm]�|o�
o�u�v|�7;m|�0o7�ĺĿ

—Johns Hopkins Undergraduate Admissions 

Committee

Spring Instead of 
Summer—Jacqueline
"ol;ঞl;v���_-7�7u;-lv�o=�0;bm]�bm�
rѴ-m;�1u-v_;v��b|_�l��|�bm�0uo|_;uķ�
�-�ĺ

);Ľu;�v|-m7bm]�om�|_;��bm]�o=�-�rѴ-m;ķ�
0-Ѵ-m1bm]�bm�|_;�lb77Ѵ;�o=�|_;��|Ѵ-mঞ1�
�1;-mĺ��-��bv�v1u;-lbm]ķ�ľ�oĴ���7omĽ|�
�-m|�|o�f�lrĴ�)_;u;Ľv�|_;��-|;uĵ�
)_;u;Ľv�|_;��-|;uĵĿ����-�;�u�v_;v�
o�;u�|_;��bm]�-m7�|-h;v��v��m7;uĺ��-��
1-ѴѴvķ�ľ�-1t�bĴĿ�u;-1_;v�=ou�l��_-m7ķ�-m7�
���-h;��rĺ

��hmo��-�Ѵo|�-0o�|�l��0-1hv|ou��
0;1-�v;�b|�_-v�v_-r;7��_o���-l�-m7�
�_o����-m|�|o�0;ĺ��mo�Ѵ;7];�o=�|_bv�
v|ou��bv�m;1;vv-u�Ō��m;;7�|o�h;;r�|_;�
�ou7v�-Ѵb�;ķ�;�;m�b=�ঞl;��-m|v�|o�t�b;|�
|_;lĺ���hmo��l��v|ou��vo�|_-|���7o�mo|�
=ou];|ķ�vo�|_-|���1-m�|;ѴѴ�o|_;uvĺ

���0uo|_;uķ��-�ķ�bv��bv�-ѴѴ��blr-bu;7�
-m7�_-v�-�ঞvlĺ�);��;u;�0oum�bm��-��
bmv|;-7�o=���]�v|ķ�vb�|;;m��;;hv�;-uѴ�ķ�
7�ubm]�vrubm]�bmv|;-7�o=�v�ll;uĺ��=�
-ѴѴ�|_;�v;-vomvķ�l-�0;��;�v_o�Ѵ7�_-�;�
0;;m�0oum�bm��bm|;uĺ��-��-m7���1Ѵ�m]�
|o];|_;u�om�|_;�b1��l;7b1-Ѵ�|-0Ѵ;vĺ�
)bm|;u�1_bѴ7u;mķ�-|�_ol;�bm�|_;�=uov|ķ�
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|u�bm]�|o�|-h;�-bu�bm|o�|u-mvѴ�1;m|�
Ѵ�m]vĺ

$_;�=-1|v�o=�o�u�v|ou��-u;�;-v��|o�|;ѴѴĺ�
��1-m�|;ѴѴ�-0o�|�|_;�b7;mঞ1-Ѵ�v1-uv�|_-|�
u�m�=uol�o�u�v_o�Ѵ7;u�0Ѵ-7;v�|o�o�u�
1_;v|vĺ��o��o�u�7o1|ouv�-m7�r-u;m|v�
Ѵooh;7�-|��vķ�bm�o�u�bvoѴ;�;vķ��b|_�
_;-���;�;vĺ��0o�|�|_;�C�;�r;u1;m|�
1_-m1;�o=�v�u�b�-Ѵ�|_-|��;�0;-|ķ�ou�|_;�
Ѵbh;Ѵb_oo7�|_-|��-���o�Ѵ7�m;�;u�0;�
-0Ѵ;�|o�v;;�-m7����o�Ѵ7�m;�;u�vr;-hĺ�
��1-m�|;ѴѴ�o|_;uv�|_-|����o�Ѵ7�mo|�
1_-m];�o�u�v|ou�Ō|_-|����-m|�|o�|;ѴѴ�
b|�|_uo�]_o�|�l��Ѵb=;ঞl;ķ�0;1-�v;�b|�
_-v�-�r�urov;ĺ���1-m�v-��|_-|�|_;�7u;-l�
o=��v�1Ѵbm]bm]�|o];|_;u�om�|_;�rѴ-m;�
�bm]�bm�|_;�lb77Ѵ;�o=�|_;��|Ѵ-mঞ1�bv�-�
1omঞm�-ঞom�o=�_o����=;;Ѵ�-m7��_o���
am.

�|Ľv�_-u7;uķ�|_o�]_ķ�|o�|;ѴѴ�o=�|_;�rub7;�
��=;;Ѵ��_;m;�;u�l���ob1;�1-uub;v�
-1uovv�|_;�uoolĺ��bm;��;-uv�o=��ob1;�
|_;u-r�ķ�mbm;��;-uv�o=�Ѵ;-umbm]�_o��|o�
ruof;1|�-m7�m�u|�u;�l��om;��ouhbm]�
�o1-Ѵ�1ou7Ō�Ľl�-=u-b7�r;orѴ;��omĽ|�
�m7;uv|-m7ĺ�$_;��lb]_|�f�v|�|_bmh�o=�b|�
-v�-�v|ou���b|_�-�mb1;�;m7bm]ĺ���|�l��
]o-Ѵ�bv�mo|�|o�|;ѴѴ�-�mb1;�v|ou�Ōb|�bv�|o�
l-h;�o|_;uv�=;;Ѵ�vol;|_bm]�7;;r�bm�
|_;bu�1_;v|vķ�Ѵbh;���7oĺ

�|Ľv�;�;m�_-u7;u�|o�v_-u;�|_;��;u��1ou;�
o=��_o���-lĸ�|_;�=-1|�|_-|��-��-m7���
-u;�=ou;�;u�ঞ;7�|o];|_;u��b|_�|_;�v|ou��
o=�_o���;��;u;�0oumĺ�);�-u;�_;u;�=ou�
7b@;u;m|�u;-vomvŌlbm;�|o��ub|;�-m7�
0;�_bv�]�b7;ĸ�_bv�|o�l-h;�o|_;uv�_-rr�ķ�
Ѵbh;�_;�l-h;v�l;ĺ�)_;u;��;�1ol;�
=uol�-m7�_o���;�]o|�_;u;�l-h;v��v�
�_o��;�-u;�bm�|_bv�lol;m|ĺ�$_-|Ľv�|_;�
r�urov;�o=�o�u�v|ou�ĸ�|_-|Ľv��_-|����-m|�
o|_;uv�|o�hmo�ĺ

���_-Ѵ=�o=�o�u�v|ou��-ѴѴo�v�l;�|o�;�bv|�
bm�-��ouѴ7�|_-|�bv�r-u-ѴѴ;Ѵ�|o��-�Ľvĺ�
;��
o|_;uv�C|�bm�_bv��ouѴ7Ō0�|���l�v|ĺ��m7�
l��-0bѴb|��|o�C|�bm|o�_bv��ouѴ7�7ub�;vĻ�
;�;u�|_bm]ĺ��|�l-h;v�l;�v|ub�;�|o�v;;�
_bl�vlbѴ;ķ�;�;m�b=�b|Ľv�-�_bm|�o=�om;�
|_-|�-rr;-uv��_;m���|;ѴѴ�_bl�_bv�vo1hv�
-u;�|o|-ѴѴ��1ooѴĺ��|�0ubm]v�l��7u;-lv�
o=�rѴ-m;�1u-v_;v�-Ѵb�;ķ�vo���1-m�u;Ѵ;-v;�
|_ov;�=;;Ѵbm]v�bm|o�l���ubঞm]ķ�-m7�
|u�Ѵ��0;�r-u|�o=�_bv��ouѴ7ĺ���l�v|�C|�bm|o�
�-�Ľv��ouѴ7�=ou;�;uķ�-m7�vo���l�v|�0;�
-�]oo7�;mo�]_�vbv|;u�|o�|;ѴѴ�_bv�v|ou�ĺ

���0-1hv|ou��l-h;v�l;��_o���-lŌ-�
�ub|;uķ�-�]�b7;ķ�-�vbv|;uĺ���-l�-�]buѴ�
v|-m7bm]�om�|_;��bm]�o=�-�rѴ-m;ķ�;-];u�
=ou�l���ou7v�|o�v|u;|1_�|o�;�;u��
1omঞm;m|ĺ��-];u�=ou�;�;u�om;�|o�hmo��
my story.
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ľ��o[;m�u;-7�;vv-�v��_;u;�|_;�
v|�7;m|��ub|;v�-0o�|�vol;om;�
�_o�_-v�bmY�;m1;7�|_;bu�Ѵb=;ĺ�
�7lbvvbomv�oL1;uv��-m|�|o�];|�-�
0;�;u��m7;uv|-m7bm]�o=�+�&ĺ�$_;v;�
;vv-�v�1-m�0;�|ub1h��0;1-�v;�|_;u;�
bv�-�|;m7;m1��|o�=o1�v�om�|_;�r;uvom�
�_o�_-v�bmY�;m1;7��o�ķ�bmv|;-7�
o=�=o1�vbm]�om�_o���o��_-�;�0;;m�
1_-m];7ĺ��-1t�;Ѵbm;�7b7�-�=-m|-vঞ1�
fo0�o=�=o1�vbm]�om�_o��_;u�0uo|_;u�
_-v�v_-r;7���!�Ѵb=;ĺ��;u��ubঞm]�v|�Ѵ;�
bv�r;uvom-0Ѵ;��b|_��b�b7�r-u-ѴѴ;Ѵv�-m7�

7b�;u];m1;v�0;|�;;m�_;uv;Ѵ=�-m7�_;u�
|�bmĺ�$_;�u;-7;u�=;;Ѵv�Ѵbh;�|_;��-u;�om�
-�fo�um;��|_uo�]_��-1t�;Ѵbm;Ľv�Ѵb=;�bm�
f�v|�-�=;��_�m7u;7��ou7vĺ�$_bv�;vv-��
1-rঞ�-|;7�l;��b|_�7;|-bѴv�|_-|��o�Ѵ7�
mo|�_-�;�v_o�m��r�-|�-m��o|_;u�robm|�
bm�|_;�-rrѴb1-ঞomĺ�);�];|�-�v;mv;�o=�
r-vvbom�-m7�r�urov;�-0o�|�_;u�|_-|�
u;lbm7v��v�o=�|_;�;m;u]���orhbmv�
v|�7;m|v�0ubm]�|o�1-lr�vĺĿ

—Johns Hopkins Undergraduate Admissions 

Committee

Shelves One Through 
Five—Neha
��v_;7�-]-bmv|�|_;�Ѵ;[��-ѴѴ�bm�l��uool�
bv�-�1�ubo�v�rb;1;�o=�=�umb|�u;ĺ��mbঞ-ѴѴ�ķ�
b|��-v�-�vb��=oo|�|-ѴѴ�-m7�|_u;;�=oo|��b7;�
u;7�o-h�0ooh1-v;ĺ�"|u-m];Ѵ�ķ�-v�|_;�
C�;�v_;Ѵ�;v�0;]-m�|o�CѴѴ��b|_�0oohvķ�
|_;�7bl;mvbomv�o=�|_;�0ooh1-v;�vѴo�Ѵ��
;�oѴ�;7�bm|o�-�Ѵoohbm]�]Ѵ-vvĺ��o�ķ�
�;-uv�Ѵ-|;uķ�l��u;Y;1ঞom�bv�-Ѵlov|�
1olrѴ;|;Ĺ�;-1_�0oohv_;Ѵ=�1u-7Ѵ;v�|_;�
stories of my life.

"_;Ѵ=��m;�bv�|_;�0-v;ķ�-m7�ub]_��ѴѴ��voĺ�
�|�1om|-bmv�l��0�bѴ7bm]�0Ѵo1hvĺ��lom]�
|_;�0ub]_|�1o�;uv�-m7�Ѵ-u];�Ѵ;�;u;7�
ঞ|Ѵ;v�Ѵb;�1o�m|Ѵ;vv�=-bu��|-Ѵ;vķ�=-0Ѵ;vķ�
-m7�Ѵ;];m7vĺ�����m7b-m�_;ub|-];�lb�;v�
�b|_�l���l;ub1-m�Ѵb=;v|�Ѵ;�-v�|_;�vrbm;v�
bm|;u1_-m];�=uol�]b[v�=uol�l��=-|_;uĽv�
=-|_;u�|o��-um;v�-m7��o0Ѵ;�0o�]_|ķ�
1u;-ঞm]�-�1o1h|-bѴ�o=�|_;�lou-Ѵv���]u;��
�r�omĺ�$_;�_;uo;v�bm�l��1_bѴ7_oo7�
v|ou�0oohv��;u;�l��|;-1_;uvķ�7ub�bm]�
l;�|o�l��o�m�_;uob1�-1ঞomv�o=�
;m|_�vb-vঞ1�1oll�mb|��v;u�b1;ķ�
�_;|_;u�b|��-v��oѴ�m|;;ubm]�-|�|_;�
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�-uhv�-m7�!;1u;-ঞom�1;m|;u�ou�v;u�bm]�
-|�|_;�"r;1b-Ѵ��Ѵ�lrb1vĺ

�v���]u;��o�|�o=�|_;�bmmo1;m1;�o=�
�;vorĽv�
-0Ѵ;vķ���7;�;Ѵor;7�-�u-�;mo�v�
_�m];u�=ou��ou7vĺ����-m|;7�|o�u;-7�
-v�l�1_�-v���1o�Ѵ7ķ�-0vou0bm]�;-1_�
0ooh�|_-|�1_-m1;7�l���-�ĺ�"_;Ѵ�;v�
$�o�-m7�$_u;;�v-]��b|_�|_;��;b]_|�
o=�|_;�7b-Ѵo]�;v�|_-|�v-ঞ-|;7�l��
_�m];uĺ���;u�|_bm]�u-m]bm]�=uol�|_;�
v1b;m1;�C1ঞom�o=���)ubmhѴ;�bm�$bl;�
|o�|_;�ub7b1�Ѵo�v�-l�v;l;m|�o=�$_;�
�b]�
ub;m7Ѵ���b-m|�|o�|_;�_ouuouv�o=�
�oѴ�l0bm;�]-|_;uv�bm�|_ov;�v_;Ѵ�;vĺ�
�;u;�bv�|_;�;l0o7bl;m|�o=�l��1�ubovb|��
-m7�|_buv|�=ou�hmo�Ѵ;7];ĺ��;u;�bv�|_;�
;�rѴ-m-ঞom�=ou�l��7;vbu;�|o�7o�lou;ķ�
Ѵ;-um�lou;ķ�-m7�v;;�lou;ĺ����r-u;m|v�
-b7;7�|_;v;�r-vvbomvķ�1omv|-m|Ѵ��
bm|uo7�1bm]�l;�|o�m;��1�Ѵ|�u;v�-m7�
m;��rѴ-1;vĺ���u�|u-�;Ѵv�-ѴѴ�o�;u�|_;�
1o�m|u��-m7�|_;��ouѴ7�|-�]_|�l;�|_;�

blrou|-m1;�o=�-7-r|-0bѴb|��-m7�-m�
or;m�lbm7ĺ�)b|_�|_;v;�1_-u-1|;ubvঞ1vķ�
��-l�-Ѵ�-�v�-0Ѵ;�|o�1oll�mb1-|;�|o�
�_ol;�;u���vr;-h�|oķ�u;]-u7Ѵ;vv�o=�
|_;bu�Ѵ-m]�-];�ou�1�Ѵ|�u;ĺ

"_;Ѵ=�
o�u�bv�|_;�vঞm]bm]�vѴ-r���
u;1;b�;7�=uol�u;-Ѵb|��bm�l��;-uѴ��|;;mvĺ�
�o�Ѵom];u�1o�Ѵ7���vr;m7�-ѴѴ�l��ঞl;�
|u�bm]�o�|�|_;�7;Ѵb1bo�v�=oo7v�-|�|_bv�
m;��u;v|-�u-m|�ou�Ѵ;-umbm]�=uol�|_;�
7bvrѴ-�v�-|�|_;�u-u;�;�_b0b|ĺ��o��l��
�;;h;m7v��;u;�CѴѴ;7��b|_�7-�mঞm]�
l-|_�|;�|0oohvķ�7;vb]m;7�|o�_;Ѵr�l;�
1omt�;u�|_;�0;-v|�o=�m�l0;uvĺ�)_bѴ;�
"_;Ѵ=�
o�u�_oѴ7v�|_;�l;loub;v�o=�
vѴo]]bm]�|_uo�]_�1o�m|Ѵ;vv�_o�uv�o=�
l-|_ķ�b|�-Ѵvo�7bvrѴ-�v�l��7;�;Ѵorl;m|�
o=�-�Ѵo]b1-Ѵ�-m7�u-ঞom-Ѵ�lbm7ĺ�$_bv�bv�
�_;u;���]u;��|_;�t�-Ѵbঞ;v�o=�0;bm]�-�
v|uom]�Ѵ;-7;uĺ��o�ķ��;ѴѴ��;uv;7�bm�|_;�
=;;Ѵbm]�o=�=-bѴ�u;ķ���-l�-Ѵvo�;7�1-|;7�bm�
r;uv;�;u-m1;�-m7�v�11;vvĺ����v;�|_;v;�
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;�r;ub;m1;v�|o�_;Ѵr�|_ov;��_o�1ol;�
l���-�ĺ���-l�-0Ѵ;�|o�1omm;1|��b|_�
o|_;uv�;-vbѴ��0;1-�v;���-l��bѴѴbm]�|o�
v_-u;�|_;�|ub-Ѵv���_-�;�=-1;7ķ�-m7�|_;�
hmo�Ѵ;7];���_-�;�]-bm;7�=uol�|_;lĺ

�oohbm]�|o�|_;��;u��|orķ�"_;Ѵ=�
b�;�
�-b|v�r-ঞ;m|Ѵ�ĺ��|�bv�r-uঞ-ѴѴ��CѴѴ;7�
�b|_�-m�-vvou|l;m|�o=�-uঞ1Ѵ;v�=uol�
$_;��1omolbv|ķ��;��+ouh�$bl;vķ�-m7�
)-v_bm]|om��ov|ķ�-ѴѴ�o=��_b1_�_b]_Ѵb]_|�
l��Ѵo�;�=ou�|_;�roѴbঞ1-Ѵ�v1b;m1;vķ�
=ov|;u;7�0��|_;�7;0-|;�|;-lĺ��Ѵom]vb7;�
|_ov;ķ�v|-1h;7�m;-|Ѵ�ķ�-u;�-;uovr-1;�
;m]bm;;ubm]�r-r;uvķ�-0o�|�rѴ-vl-�
ruor�Ѵvbomķ�rouh�1_or�rѴo|vķ�-m7�
�o_l-mm�|u-mv=;uvĺ�$_;��=;-|�u;�l��
=-v1bm-ঞomv��b|_�r_�vb1-Ѵ�v1b;m1;�-m7�

bmmo�-ঞom�=ou�|_;�=�|�u;ĺ��o�m|Ѵ;vv�
1oѴѴ;];�0uo1_�u;vķ�v1ub00Ѵ;7�om��b|_�
mo|;v�-m7�u;lbm7;uvķ�1olrѴ;|;�|_;�Cuv|�
_-Ѵ=�o=�|_bv�|or�v_;Ѵ=ķ�-m7�|_;��-u;�|_;�
ru;v;m|ĺ

�o�ķ�v|-m7bm]�bm�|_;�=uom|�o=�-�
0ooh1-v;ķ���Cm7�|_-|���-l�1olrѴ;|;Ѵ��
1om|;m|ĺ���1-m�v;;�l�v;Ѵ=��b|_�-�vblrѴ;ķ�
�;|�1olru;_;mvb�;�1Ѵ-ub|�ķ�Ѵbh;�v|-ubm]�
bm|o�-�lbuuouĺ�$_o�]_�"_;Ѵ=�
b�;�bv�
�mCmbv_;7ķ�b|�bv�mo�Ѵ;vv�_or;=�Ѵ�ou�Ѵ;vv�
ruolbvbm]�|_-m�|_;�ru;�bo�v�=o�uĺ�"oomķ�
���bѴѴ�CѴѴ�|_bv�v_;Ѵ=��b|_�|_;�b7;-v�|_-|�
�bѴѴ�=�u|_;u�7;Cm;��_o���-lĺ����bѴѴ�Ѵooh�
�rom�|_bv�v_;Ѵ=�bm�|_;�=�|�u;��b|_�-�
v;mv;�o=��_oѴ;m;vvķ�0;1-�v;���hmo��
|_-|�|_bv�0oohv_;Ѵ=�bv�l;ĺ

ľ���|u-mv=oulbm]�_;u�0oohv_;Ѵ=�bm|o�
-�l;|-r_ou�=ou�_;u�Ѵb=;ķ��;_-Ľv�;vv-��
bv�1u;-ঞ�;�-m7�v_o�v�-m�-Lmb|��
=ou�Ѵ;-umbm]�0;�om7�|;�|0oohvĺ�"_;�
�ub|;v�-0o�|�0oohv�bm�-��-��|_-|�
7;lomv|u-|;v�-�ruo1;vv�o=�v;Ѵ=Ŋ

u;Y;1ঞomĺ�);�]o|�-�]oo7�v;mv;�o=��_o�
v_;�bv�-m7�_o��v_;��o�Ѵ7�r-uঞ1br-|;�bm�
|_;�bm|;ѴѴ;1|�-Ѵ�1oll�mb|��-|��orhbmvĺĿ

—Johns Hopkins Undergraduate Admissions 

Committee
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Math, Music 
& Football—
Brenden
�u;m7;m�]-bm;7�-11;r|-m1;v�-|�
�-u�-u7ķ�+-Ѵ;ķ���$ķ��oѴ�l0b-�-m7�|_;�
&mb�;uvb|��o=�(bu]bmb-ĺ

�u;m7;mĽv�;vv-���-v�r�0Ѵbv_;7�om�
��vbm;vv��mvb7;uĸ�_;�7bv1�vv;7�_o��
_;�l;u];7�|�o�o=�_bv�r-vvbomvŌl�vb1�

��|_bmh�-0o�|�|_;�1om�;u]bm]��-�;v�o=�
|_;�mo|;v���rѴ-�ķ�|_;�v|-m7bm]��-�;v�
0;bm]�1u;-|;7�0��rѴ�1hbm]�-�v|ubm]ķ�-m7�
|_;�r_�vb1v�0;_bm7�|_;�-bu�ro1h;|v�0;bm]�
=ou];7�|_-|�;�;m|�-ѴѴ��Cm7�-�Ѵbv|;mbm]�
;-u��_;m;�;u���vb|�7o�m�|o�rѴ-��l��0-vvĺ�
$_�vķ�l��r-vvbomv�o=�l-|_�-m7�l�vb1�
v�m;u]bvঞ1-ѴѴ��0;1ol;�lou;�|o];|_;u�
|_-m�|_;��1o�Ѵ7�;�;u�0;�-r-u|ĺ���v|-u|;7�
|_bmhbm]�-0o�|�|_bv��_;m�-�=oul;u�
l-|_�|;-1_;u�o=�lbm;�-rruo-1_;7�
l;�om;�-[;umoom�-m7�-vh;7�l;�b=���
�-v�bm|;u;v|;7�bm�]b�bm]�|_;�bm7�1ঞom�
vr;;1_�-|�|_;�����Ѵr_-�$_;|-�bm7�1ঞom�
1;u;lom�ĺ��;bm]�-�l;l0;u�o=�|_;�_omou�
vo1b;|��-m7�u;1o�mঞm]�|_;�l;lou-0Ѵ;�
bm7�1ঞom�vr;;1_�]b�;m�|_;��;-u�rubou�
-|�l��o�m�bm7�1ঞomķ����_oѴ;_;-u|;7Ѵ��

-]u;;7ĺ���7;1b7;7�om�|_;�|orb1�o=�l�vb1�
-m7�l-|_�0;1-�v;���rѴ-���rub]_|�0-vv�
bm�|_;�ou1_;v|u-�-m7�;Ѵ;1|ub1�0-vv�bm�
|_;�f-���;mv;l0Ѵ;�-m7�0;bm]�-�l-|_�
;m|_�vb-v|ķ�b|�bv�blrovvb0Ѵ;�=ou�l;�mo|�
|o�v;;�|_;�l-|_;l-ঞ1v�-m7�r_�vb1v�
ru;v;m|�bm�l�vb1ĺ

�|�l�vb1Ľv�1ou;ķ�l-|_�bv�ru;v;m|�bm�|_;�
|;lro�-m7�u_�|_l�o=�-�rb;1;ķ��b|_�
|_;�ঞl;�vb]m-|�u;�0;bm]�u;ru;v;m|;7�
-v�-�=u-1ঞom�-m7�|_;�|;lro�0;bm]�
u;ru;v;m|;7�0��-�m�l;ub1-Ѵ��-Ѵ�;�bm�
0;-|v�r;u�lbm�|;ĺ�$_;�u;Ѵ-ঞomv_br�
0;|�;;m�|_;�|�o�];|v�;�;m�lou;�
bm|ub]�bm]��_;m�-rrѴb;7�|o�-1|�-Ѵ�mo|;v�
0;bm]�rѴ-�;7ĺ�$_;�0;v|�vo�m7bm]�l�vb1�
bv�|_-|��_b1_��v;v�Y-�Ѵ;vv�l-|_;l-ঞ1vĺ�

-m7�l-|_Ō|o�;�rѴ-bm�_o��;-1_�_-v�
v_-r;7�_bv�Ѵb=;�-m7�blruo�;7�_bv�
_-rrbm;vvĺ
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�|�bv�1ollom�hmo�Ѵ;7];�|_-|�;-1_�mo|;�
_-v�-�Ѵ;�;u�m-l;Ō��|_uo�]_��Ō0�|�
-Ѵvo�_-v�-�m�l0;u��-Ѵ�;ķ�l;-v�u;7�bm�
_;u|�ĺ��m��Ɠ�=ou�bmv|-m1;�bv�ƓƓƏ�_;u|�ĺ��m�
�;;|_o�;mĽv�ľ�oomѴb]_|�"om-|-ķĿ�|_;u;�
;�bv|�|ub-7v�bm�|ubrѴ;|�=oulĺ�$_;v;�|ub-7v�
-u;�l-7;��r�o=�	ķ�
Ųķ�-m7��ĺ�"bm1;�
vo�m7�bv�-��b0u-ঞom-Ѵ�;m;u]�ķ�mo|;v�1-m�
0;�]u-r_;7�-v�vbm;�=�m1ঞomvĺ�)_;m�|_;�
|ub-7�mo|;v�-u;�]u-r_;7ķ�|_;��bm|;uv;1|�
-|�|_;bu�v|-uঞm]�robm|�-m7�-|�|_;�robm|�
ƏĺƏƓƑĺ��|�|_bv�robm|�|_;�	�_-v�]om;�
|_uo�]_�|�o�=�ѴѴ�1�1Ѵ;vķ�|_;�
Ų�|�o�-m7�
-�_-Ѵ=ķ�-m7�|_;���|_u;;ĺ�$_bv�u;v�Ѵ|v�bm�
1omvom-m1;ķ�vol;|_bm]�|_-|�vo�m7v�
m-|�u-ѴѴ��rѴ;-v-m|�|o�|_;�;-uĺ�$_bmhbm]�
-0o�|�|_bv�or;m;7�l��;�;v�|o�-ѴѴ�|_;�
-vr;1|v�o=�l��Ѵb=;��b|_��_b1_����ঞѴb�;�
l-|_�|o�;m_-m1;ĺ

$_;u;�bv�-Ѵvo�-m�bm1u;7b0Ѵ;�-lo�m|�o=�
�mv;;m�l-|_�ru;v;m|�bm�=oo|0-ѴѴĺ��|�Ɣ�
=oo|�ƐƏ�bm1_;v�-m7�ƐѵƏ�ro�m7v��b|_�
r-7v�omķ���=-ѴѴ�v_ou|�o=�|_;�-�;u-];�
rѴ-�;u�-|�l��rovbঞom��_o�bv��v�-ѴѴ��
-|�Ѵ;-v|�ѵ�=;;|�|-ѴѴ�-m7��;ѴѴ�o�;u�ƑƏƏ�
ro�m7vķ�vo�-rrѴ�bm]�l-|_�|o�=oo|0-ѴѴ�bv�

bm|;ѴѴ;1|�-ѴѴ��vঞl�Ѵ-ঞm]ķ�0�|�bv�lou;�
blrou|-m|Ѵ��-�v�u�b�-Ѵ�l;1_-mbvlĺ�
)_;m���_-�;�|o�]o��r�-]-bmv|�-m�
orrom;m|��_o�bv�o�;u�|�b1;�l��vb�;�-m7�
Ѵoohv�Ѵbh;�_;�;-|v�=u;v_l;m�=ou�Ѵ�m1_ķ�
0u�|;�=ou1;�bv�mo|�om�l��vb7;�-m7�b|�
_;Ѵrv�_-�bm]�;t�-ঞomv�=ou�lol;m|�l�
-m7�-�-1h�-m]Ѵ;�u�mmbm]�|_uo�]_�l��
_;-7ĺ��-|_�mo|�omѴ��_;Ѵrv�l;�v�u�b�;ķ�
0�|�-Ѵvo�|_ub�;ĺ��v�-m�orrom;m|�u�mmbm]�
0-1h�bv�7-uঞm]�7o�m�|_;�vb7;Ѵbm;��b|_�
v;;lbm]Ѵ��1_;;|-_ŊѴbh;�vr;;7ķ���1-m�
|u�v|�|_-|�l��-m]Ѵ;v�-m7��;Ѵo1b|���bѴѴ�
-ѴѴo��l;�|o�l-h;�|_;�rѴ-��-m7�rovvb0Ѵ��
v-�;�-�]-l;Ŋ1_-m]bm]�|o�1_7o�mĺ�
�u��_;m�-�0-ѴѴ�bv�v-bѴbm]�|_uo�]_�|_;�
-bu�1-�]_|�bm�|_;�v|-7b�l�Ѵb]_|vķ���1-m�
rb1|�u;�-�ruof;1ঞѴ;�loঞom�ruo0Ѵ;l�
�b|_�1omv|-m|�-11;Ѵ;u-ঞom�7o�m�-u7�
-m7�-�m;-u�1omv|-m|��;Ѵo1b|��bm�|_;�
�Ŋ7bu;1ঞomķ�-m7�hmo��|_-|���_-�;�-�Ѵ;]�
�r�om�|_;�rѴ-�;u�m;�|�|o�l;��_o�7o;v�
mo|�|_bmh�-0o�|�b|�|_;��-����7oĺ�)_;m�
��Ѵooh�-|�-vr;1|v�o=�l��Ѵb=;�bm�-�l-|_�
1om|;�|ķ�|_;��l-h;�lou;�v;mv;�-m7�
l-h;�|_bm]v�|_-|���Ѵo�;�;�;m�0;�;u�-m7�
lou;�;mfo�-0Ѵ;ĺ

• �u;m7;m��v;7�_bv�v|ou��|o�;�ru;vv�
_bv�Ѵo�;�-m7�;mfo�l;m|�o=�l-|_ĺ�
�;�7b7�mo|�|;ѴѴķ�_;�v_o�;7ĺ

• �u;m7;m�7b7�-�]u;-|�fo0�ruo�b7bm]�
;�-lrѴ;v�o=�_o��l-|_�bv�

bm1ourou-|;7�bm|o�_bv�7-bѴ��Ѵb=;�-m7�
|_;�-1ঞ�bঞ;v�_;�;mfo�vĺ����u;-7bm]�
|_bv�;vv-�ķ���];|�-�]oo7�v;mv;�o=�_bv�
bm|;u;v|v�-m7�r-vvbomvĺ
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ruo�b7;�|_;l�=ou�=u;;ĵ�$_;v;�Ѵ;vvomv�
1-l;�bm�"r-mbv_��b|_�|_;�vr;;7�o=�-�
0�ѴѴ�bm�-�0�ѴѴubm]ĺ��|�bv�-�v|u�]]Ѵ;�=ou�
bllb]u-m|�r-u;m|v�|o�v�11;vv=�ѴѴ��r-vv�
om��-Ѵ�;v�o=�=u�]-Ѵb|��|o�|_;bu�1_bѴ7u;m�
�_bѴ;�Ѵb�bm]�bm�-�7;�;Ѵor;7�1o�m|u��
�b|_�-�r;u1;b�;7�Yo��o=�rѴ;m|�ĺ���|�
l��lo|_;uĽv�buom��bѴѴ��-v�|_;�r;u=;1|�
l-|1_�=ou�|_ov;�bm1om]u�;m1;vĺ


ou�-�1_bѴ7ķ�|_bm]v�Ѵbh;�l-]b1ķ�=-bu��
|-Ѵ;vķ�-m7�=u;;��-1�ooh�o@;uv�l-h;�
b|�7bL1�Ѵ|�|o�]u-vr�|_;��-Ѵ�;�o=�lom;��
-m7�|o�t�-mঞ=��|_;�v|u�]]Ѵ;v�|_-|�
vol;�=-lbѴb;v�=-1;�|o�l-h;�;m7v�l;;|ĺ�
$_;�1oѴѴ;1ঞ�;�_or;�bv�|_-|�|_uo�]_�
_-u7��ouh�-m7�-�lbu-1Ѵ;ķ�om;�;m7v��r�
C]�ubm]�o�|�_o��|o�l-h;�C�;�7oѴѴ-uv�
o�|�o=�C�;�1;m|vĺ

$_bv�=;u�ou�|o�0;�=u�]-Ѵ�-m7�r�urov;=�Ѵ�
bv�vol;|_bm]�|_-|��-v�r-vv;7�7o�m�|o�

Family Values—
Isabella
�v-0;ѴѴ-��uo|;�-�r;uvom-Ѵķ�1olr;ѴѴbm]�
;vv-�ĺ��|�ruo�b7;7�bmvb]_|�bm|o�_;u�
=-lbѴ��-m7�|_;��-Ѵ�;v�v_;��-v�u-bv;7�
�b|_ĺ�$_bv�bv�|_;�;vv-��|_-|�_;Ѵr;7�_;u�
];|�-11;r|;7�bm|o��;��+ouh�&mb�;uvb|�ĺ

���vl-ѴѴ�0o7��-m7�_;-7�o=�1�uѴ��_-bu�
|uo�;7�o�;u�|o�|_;�u;=ub];u-|ou�bm�
v;-u1_�o=�vol;�0��;u�=ou�l��0u;-7ĺ���
v_b[;7�vol;�1-mv�o=�_-Ѵ=Ŋor;m;7��o�-�
0;-mv�-m7�|_;�u;lm-m|�o=�-�0ub1h�o=�
7�Ѵ1;�7;�Ѵ;1_;�|_-|�_-7�v;;m�0;�;u�
7-�vĺ��[;u�l�1_�v_�Zbm]ķ���vro�;7�
|_;�0b]�0uo�m�1om|-bm;u�o=�l-u]-ubm;ĺ�
�-u;=�ѴѴ��rѴ-1bm]�|_;�|�0�om�|_;�hb|1_;m�
|-0Ѵ;�-m7�u;-7�bm]�=ou�l��ľ=;-v|ķĿ���
or;m;7�|_;�1om|-bm;uĺ�$o�l��7bvl-�ķ�
b|��-v�CѴѴ;7��b|_�-uuo��1om�roѴѴoĺ����
;�;v�ঞ]_|;m;7�-m7�l��v|ol-1_�l-7;�
�_;�0-11-�mobv;vĺ��-�0;���1o�Ѵ7�
l-v_�|_;�7�Ѵ1;�7;�Ѵ;1_;�om�|or�o=�|_;�
bread.

���Cm7bm]��-v�mo|�-�v�urubv;ĺ�!-|_;u�b|�
�-v�Ѵ;vvom�m�l0;u�ƕƒ�;m]u-�;7��b|_bm�
|_;�0ooh�o=�	olbmb1-mŊ0u;7�=u�]-Ѵb|�ĺ�
)_��0���ƖƖ�1;m|�v|ou-];�1om|-bm;uv�
�_;m�|_;�ruo7�1|v��;�0���-Ѵu;-7��
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l;�l�1_�Ѵbh;�vol;�=-lbѴb;v�r-vv�7o�m�
-m�o0v;vvbom��b|_�lomo]u-llbm]�
ou�$_-mhv]b�bm]�	-��|u-7bঞomvĺ����
|u-bѴ0Ѵ-�bm]�=-lbѴ�Ľv�|_ub[��;@ou|v��;u;�
Ѵ;];m7-u��bm�o�u�m;b]_0ou_oo7ĺ�);�
v|-u|;7�u;�vbm]�-m7�u;r�urovbm]��-��
0;=ou;�b|��-v�|u;m7�ĺ�);�l-7;�7o�
�b|_��_-|��;�_-7�-m7�l-7;��_-|��;�
_-7�7o�lou;�bm�ou7;u�|o�-�h�-u7Ѵ��
v�bl�|o�-u7�|_;�	olbmb1-m��l;ub1-m�
dream.


u�]-Ѵb|��bv�-�]-l;ķ�ou�-|�Ѵ;-v|��;�l-7;�
b|�bm|o�om;ĺ���]-l;�o=��_o�1-m�v-�;�
|_;�lov|�lom;��0��|�umbm]�o@�Ѵb]_|vķ�
h;;rbm]�|_;�_;-|;u�o@�-m7�]obm]�|o�
|_;�Ѵb0u-u���_;m�|_;�-r-u|l;m|�]o|�
|oo�_o|ĺ���]-l;�o=��_o�1o�Ѵ7�l-h;�
-�vhbu|�o�|�o=�-�v_ou|�7u;vv�ou�Cm7�-�
v1_oѴ-uv_br�=ou�v�bllbm]�Ѵ;vvomv�-|�
|_;�+ĺ�ĺ�ĺ�ĺ�$_;�-1|�o=�1omv;u�bm]�
lom;�ķ�|_;�-�7-1b|��|o�voѴ�;�ruo0Ѵ;lv�
mo�om;�_-v�|_o�]_|�o=�0;=ou;�bv��_-|�
v;|�l��=-lbѴ��-r-u|ĺ�$o];|_;u��;�v_-u;�
o�u��b1|oub;v�bm�-�Ѵb�Ѵ;�|ub0;�o=�=o�u�
�l-�om��-uubouv�r-u|-hbm]�bm�o�u�o�m�
�;uvbom�o=�|_;�v_o�ķ�"�u�b�ouĹ��+��
;7bঞomĺ

$_;�r_u-v;�ľl-hbm]�7oĿ�1o�Ѵ7�;�oh;�
1ommo|-ঞomv�o=�v|-]m-ঞom�-m7�
7;vr-bu�=ou�vol;ĸ�0�|�=ou�l;�b|�bv�-0o�|�
�m7;uv|-m7bm]�l��vb|�-ঞom�-m7�0;bm]�

ruo-1ঞ�;ĺ�$_;��-Ѵ�;v���]-bm;7�=uol�
0;bm]�-0Ѵ;�|o�l-h;�7o�-u;��mr-u-ѴѴ;Ѵ;7ĺ�
�-hbm]�7o�]b[;7�l;��b|_�u;vbѴb;m1��
-m7�]u-ঞ|�7;ĺ��-hbm]�7o�-ѴѴo�;7�l;�
|o�bm|;um-Ѵb�;�-11;r|-m1;�-m7�|o��-Ѵ�;�
;@ou|ĺ

�;vvom�ƖƕѶ�|ooh�rѴ-1;�Ѵ-v|��bm|;uĺ���
�oh;��r�-|�_ol;��b|_�m�l0�|o;vĺ�
$_;�|;lr;u-|�u;�bmvb7;�|_;�_o�v;��-v�
;�b7;m|Ѵ��mo�7b@;u;m|�=uol�o�|vb7;ĺ���
t�;vঞom;7�l��v;;lbm]Ѵ��1u-���lo|_;u�
|o��_b1_�v_;�u;rѴb;7ķ�ľ�ol;�1�77Ѵ;�
�b|_�l;ĺĿ�)b|_�1Ѵov;u�bmvr;1ঞomķ���
=o�m7�l��|�o�vbv|;uv��m7;u�|_;�1o�;uvĺ�
$_;�-�;u-];�=-lbѴ��1-m�vr;m7��r�|o�
ŪƐķƏƏƏ�om�_;-ঞm]�|_;bu�-r-u|l;m|ķ�0�|�
l��_ol;�bv�-Ѵu;-7��1ol=ouঞm]�bm�b|v�
o�m��-�ĺ���vl-ѴѴ�0;7��b|_�|oo�l-m��
r;orѴ;�bm�b|ķ�-ulv�-m7�Ѵ;]v�r;u=;1|Ѵ��
bm|;u|�bm;7ĺ��|�7o;vmĽ|�];|�0;�;u�|_-m�
|_-|�om�-�1oѴ7�loumbm]ĺ

$_;�Ѵ-�]_v��;�;�1_-m];�h;;r�l;�
�-ulķ�l��]u-m7lo|_;uĽv�-7�b1;ķ�vb]�;�
-7;Ѵ-m|;ķ�ou�h;;rbm]�lo�bm]�=ou�-u7ķ�
u;vom-|;v��b|_�l;ķ�|_;�-uuo��1om�roѴѴo�
bm�|_;�0��;u�1om|-bm;u�v-ঞvC;v�l;�-m7�
o�u�Ѵo�;�=ou�;-1_�o|_;u�=�;Ѵv�l;��b|_�
7ub�;�|o�;�1;Ѵĺ�);�l-h;�7o�;�;u�7-��
-m7�|_uo�]_�o�u�7obm]�-m7�l-hbm]���
hmo��bm�l��_;-u|ķ�|_;�0;v|�bv��;|�|o�
1ol;ĺ



COLLEGE ESSAY BLUEPRINT 56

• �v-0;ѴѴ-�7b7�-�]u;-|�fo0�om�|_;�
or;mbm]�r-u-]u-r_ĺ�$_bv�bv�-�
r;u=;1|�;�-lrѴ;�o=�-m�-m;17o|;ĺ�
$_;�u;-7;u�bv�|_uo�m�ub]_|�bm�|_;�
lb77Ѵ;�o=�_;u�v|ou�ĺ

• $_;�;vv-��bv�r;uvom-Ѵĺ��|�]b�;v�|_;�
u;-7;u�bmvb]_|�bm|o�_;u�=-lbѴ��-m7�
|_;bu��-Ѵ�;vĺ��|�-Ѵvo�l-h;v��v-0;ѴѴ-�
Ѵbh-0Ѵ;ĺ

• $_;�1Ѵovbm]�r-u-]u-r_�l-h;v�
u;=;u;m1;�|o�|_;�or;mbm]ĺ��|�ঞ;v�
;�;u�|_bm]�|o];|_;uĺ

The 
Confession—
Erica
�ub1-Ľv�;vv-��1om|-bmv�-�]u;-|�7;-Ѵ�
o=�v;Ѵ=Ŋu;Y;1ঞomĺ�"_;�1om=;vv;v�-�
v_ou|1olbm]�-m7�|_;m�7bv1�vv;v�_o��
v_;�rѴ-mv�|o�]uo��-v�-m�bm7b�b7�-Ѵĺ�
�ub1-��-v�-7lb�;7�|o�"|-m=ou7�
&mb�;uvb|�ĺ

�m�ƑƏƐƔķ��ou|_�bѴѴ;ķ�|_;�rѴ-1;���1omvb7;u�
|o�0;�l��_ol;|o�mķ��-v�m-l;7�|_;�
vmo00b;v|�1b|��bm��b1_b]-mĺ���ru;=;u�|o�
7;v1ub0;��ou|_�bѴѴ;�-v�u;1hѴ;vvĺ

$_;�lou;�;m|;urubvbm]�v|�7;m|v�o=�
�ou|_�bѴѴ;��b]_�"1_ooѴ�vr;1b-Ѵb�;�bm�
|_;�v;ѴѴbm]�o=�|_u;;�]oo7vĹ�l-ubf�-m-ķ�
�77;u-ѴѴ�-m7�|;v|�-mv�;uvķ�-ѴѴ�]oo7v�
l-m��o=�l��r;;uv�7omĽ|�|_bmh�|�b1;�
-0o�|��vbm]ĺ�);Ľu;�=uol��ou|_�bѴѴ;ĺ�
�ov|�o=��v�hmo��mo|_bm]�o=�
1omv;t�;m1;v�ou�u;vromvb0bѴb|��=ou�o�u�
-1ঞomvķ�0;1-�v;�o�u�=-|_;uv�1-m�1o�;u�
=ou��v��b|_�1-v_�-m7�1omm;1ঞomvĺ�
);Ľ�;�0;;m�u-bv;7�bm�v�1_�rub�bѴ;];�
|_-|��;�=;;Ѵ�;m-0Ѵ;7�|o�v-��-m7�7o�
�_-|;�;u��;��-m|ķ�|_o�]_|Ѵ;vvѴ�ĺ

";�;u-Ѵ��;-uv�0-1hķ��_;m�|_;�u-r�
-;v|_;ঞ1��-v�r-uঞ1�Ѵ-uѴ��ruolbm;m|ķ�
lov|�o=�|_;�l-Ѵ;v�1-l;�|o�v1_ooѴ�bm�
bѴѴŊCমm]�f;-mv�|_-|�v-]];7�0;Ѵo��|_;bu�
7;vb]m;u�0o�;uvķ�vrouঞm]�$Ŋv_bu|v�-m7�
m;1hѴ-1;v�|_-|�Ѵbh;Ѵ��1ov|�lou;�|_-m�|_;�
�;;hѴ��bm1ol;�=ou�|_;�-�;u-];�r;uvomķ�
bm�blb|-ঞom�o=�|_;bu�=-�oub|;�u-rr;uĺ�
$_;��1-uub;7�|_;lv;Ѵ�;v�Ѵbh;��lbm;l�
-m7�vr;�;7�o�|��-��,��;uv;v�-0o�|�
0;bm]�u-bv;7�bm�;�|u;l;��u0-m�ro�;u|��
-m7�u-1bvlķ�0;=ou;�r-uuoঞm]�|_;bu�
r-u;m|vĽ��b;�v�om�|_;�ľ1oll�mbv|Ŀ�
welfare programs.

	;uo]-|ou��|;ulv�=ou�]-�vķ�|_;�7bv-0Ѵ;7�
-m7�r;orѴ;�o=�1oѴou�-u;�v_o�|;7�bm�|_;�
_-ѴѴ�-�ķ�ub]_|�o�;u�|_;�_;-7v�o=�r;orѴ;�
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|o��_ol�|_ov;�u;=;uĺ�
uol�;�r;ub;m1;ķ���
1-m�1;uঞ=��|_-|�|_;�-7lbmbv|u-ঞom�7o;v�
Ѵb�Ѵ;�0;vb7;v�_-ѴA;-u|;7Ѵ��-7lombv_�
u;rou|;7�0�ѴѴb;v�-m7�v;m7�|_;l�om�|_;bu�
�-��|o�1omঞm�;�|_;bu�u;b]m�o=�|;uuouĺ

$o�l��1_-]ubmķ���_-�;�o11-vbom-ѴѴ��
=-ѴѴ;m�bm|o�-�vblbѴ-u�lbm7v;|ĺ���om1;�
-vh;7�-�=ub;m7ķ��_ov;�=-lbѴ����hm;��
�-v�v|u�]]Ѵbm]ķ��_-|����|;v|v�v_;�
rѴ-mm;7�|o�|-h;ĺ�"_;�u;rѴb;7�|_-|�
_;u�=-lbѴ��1o�Ѵ7mĽ|�-@ou7�-m�ĺ���_-7�
=ou]o�;m�_o��0-7�_;u�1bu1�lv|-m1;v�
�;u;�-m7�_-7�-vh;7�l��t�;vঞom�
�b|_o�|�|_bmhbm]ĺ���=o�m7�l�v;Ѵ=�
�b1ঞl�|o�|_;�7bv;-v;�|_-|�bmCѴ|u-|;v�
�ou|_�bѴѴ;ķ�|_;�v-l;�1-u;Ѵ;vvm;vv���
7;vrbv;ĺ��ou|_�bѴѴ;Ľv�]bѴ7;7�0�00Ѵ;�
1-�v;7�l;�|o�=ou];|�|_-|�vol;�7omĽ|�
_-�;�|_;�Ѵ���u��o=�-@ou7bm]�;�;m�|_;�
u;7�1;7�rub1;�o=�v|-m7-u7b�;7�|;v|vĺ

�vb7;�=uol�0;bm]�ro|;mঞ-ѴѴ��_-ul=�Ѵķ�
|_bv�u;1hѴ;vvm;vv�1u;-|;v�-�v;mv;�

o=�;lrঞm;vv�=ou�l;ĺ�"�r;uC1b-Ѵķ�
l-|;ub-Ѵbvঞ1�-m7�v_-ѴѴo�ķ��;Ľu;�-ѴѴ�
|oo�0�v��]obm]�om�|o�|_;�m;�|�|_bm]ķ�
=o1�vbm]�om�];মm]�-m���-m7�mo|�-0o�|�
Ѵ;-umbm]�|_;�l-|;ub-Ѵķ�-m7�];মm]�o�u�
ub0�bm|o�-�1om�;uv-ঞom��b|_o�|�Ѵbv|;mbm]�
|o��_-|��-v�-1|�-ѴѴ��v-b7ĺ���u�voѴ;�-bl�
bv�|o�h;;r�lo�bm]ĺ�)_;u;ķ�_o��-m7�-|�
�_-|�1ov|�-u;�buu;Ѵ;�-m|�t�;vঞomv�|o��vķ�
-m7�|_�v��;�l-m-];�|o�u;lo�;�-ѴѴ�|u-1;�
o=�r�urov;�=uol�o�u�-1ঞomvĺ

���lov|�ruolbm;m|�]o-Ѵ�_-v�-Ѵ�-�v�
0;;m�|o�Ѵ;-�;��ou|_�bѴѴ;�0;_bm7ķ�
|o�Cm7�-��ouѴ7�bm��_b1_�r;orѴ;�
-1|�1omv1bo�vѴ�ķ�-�-u;�|_-|�|_;bu�
-1ঞomv�-@;1|�o|_;uvķ�-m7�1_oov;�|o�
7;Ѵ�;�7;;r;u�0��-vhbm]�t�;vঞomv�
-m7�v;;hbm]�Ѵ;]bঞl-|;�-mv�;uv�
|_-|�l-��7b@;u�=uol�|_;bu�Ѵblb|;7�
�m7;uv|-m7bm]ĺ��m�|_;�l;-mঞl;ķ���
-vrbu;�|o�ru;r-u;�l�v;Ѵ=�0��0;bm]�
lou;�|_o�]_��Ѵķ�bm=oul;7�-m7ķ�lov|�
o=�-ѴѴķ�1-u;=�Ѵĺ

• $_;�or;mbm]�r-u-]u-r_�Ѵ;-�;v�|_;�
u;-7;u��-mঞm]�lou;ĺ�ľ���ru;=;u�|o�
7;v1ub0;��ou|_�bѴѴ;�-v�u;1hѴ;vvĺĿ�
)_�ĵ

• �ub1-�-77u;vv;v�|_;�ľ;Ѵ;r_-m|�bm�
|_;�uoolĺĿ�"_;�-7lb|v�v_;�_-v�
=-ѴѴ;m�u;1hѴ;vv�_;uv;Ѵ=�-m7�r-u|ooh�
bm�|_bv�lbm7v;|ĺ�$_;�1om=;vvbomĺ�

"_;�u;Y;1|v�om�_;u�v_ou|1olbm]�
-m7��u-rv��r�|_;�;vv-��bm�-�
rovbঞ�;�Ѵb]_|Ō0;bm]�-�-u;�-m7�
]uo�bm]�-v�-m�bm7b�b7�-Ѵĺ
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